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From the Pastor’s Desk   
I didn’t expect and could not have imagined. 
This week, I felt as if I were a child just starting 
school all over again. Particularly in the class 
on native mysticism, my own personal prayer 
practice was deepened and I sat receiving the 
realm of God as I imagine Jesus spoke of 
entering it…as a little child.  

 

Last time I went to Oakland for an intensive 
week of work on my doctoral degree in creation 
spirituality, I flew into San Jose. For two 
reasons, I chose to fly there instead of San 
Francisco or Oakland. The first is it was 
considerably cheaper. The second is it cost a 
lot less. Actually the second reason is my sister 
was in Palo Alto with her fiancé, who lives only 
a few miles from San Jose and they could pick 
me up at the airport, we could spend the day 
together and they would drop me off in 
Hayward that evening. From Hayward, I could 
take a public bus to the BART (Bay Area Rapid 
Transit) and the BART would take me within a 
few blocks of my school in downtown Oakland 
each day. 

 

 This is the good news that Jesus brings, 
that we can become again as little children, 
transformed and reborn in the realm of God.      
I made the trip back to the airport on Sunday 
morning with renewed curiosity and a different 
perspective. Of course, there is much more to 
tell. For now, just ponder, what if I/you were a 
child? 
 

 
Peace, There were a few important things I needed 

to do while at school this time in addition to the 
regular schedule of body prayer from 8:50 a.m. 
until 9:30 a.m. followed by a seminar on 
“Dreams and Personal Transformation” from 
9:30 until noon. After lunch, I had a three-hour 
“Art-as-Meditation” class on Native Mysticism 
taught by Duncan Grady, who was raised in 
community by the Blackfeet People. After that, 
there was a required 90-minute process group 
each day.  

Nathan  
 

 

“God is Still Speaking,” 
Bible Study 

 
Monday night Bible study will begin sessions again 
on the second Monday in February, the 14th. Anyone 
wishing to begin attending in February is welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

 

 I left my room in Hayward at 7am and 
usually returned about 8pm. In addition to the 
class work, I wanted to ask some questions of 
faculty and peers about the dissertation 
process, review some of the dissertations 
already completed, and probe around about 
how this degree has altered work and ministry 
for different people. And one final thing I 
needed to take care of was making sure I could 
get back to the San Jose Airport on Sunday 
morning. 

 

 All of the above were given sufficient 
attention and ample preparation was made to 
receive these gifts of wisdom. But my time at 
school  always  surprises  me  in some way that     
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Circles 
 

The Morning Circle will meet on Monday, February 
7 at 10:00am in the church parlor.  
 

The Mildred Suther Circle will not meet in 
February.  
 

The Sisters in Christ Circle will meet on Tuesday, 
February 8th at 7:00pm at the home of Dana 
Etherton.  
 

 
 

Churchmen’s Fellowship 
 

The Churchmen’s Fellowship will meet on Sunday, 
February 6 at 8:00am for their regularly scheduled 
breakfast meeting. The Churchmen are sponsoring 
their annual C h i c k e n  N o o d l e  D i n n e r  on 
Friday, February 25 from 11am to 7pm. Please sign 
on the sheet in the Narthex this Sunday if you are 
able to help with this project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Saturday Pancake Breakfast 

 

Saturday, February 12, 2005 
Time ~ 7:30am until 10:30am 

  
 

    Volunteers Needed 
4 Cooks – arrive at 6:30am 
2 Cashiers – arrive at 7:15am 
4 for Clean-up – arrive at 10:15am 
4 for Set-up – Friday evening 6pm 
5 Servers – arrive 7:00am 
 

A SIGN-UP SHEET IS LOCATED IN THE 
 

 
 
 

First Sunday Fellow
 

Sunday, February 6, 2005 
 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Immediately Following Worship 
 

Take a friend with you! 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Our Gifts, Attendance & Service 

as of January 23, 2005 
 

2005 Budget                       $  146,679.50
Needed to Date                             14,103.75
General Fund to Date                                 7,469.20
Tsunami Relief Fund                                     611.00
Average Attendance                                             66

 
 

Children’s Message 
Debbie Johnson 

 
Sound System 

Ray Monks 
 

Acolyte 
Grace Puckett 

 

Maintenance 
Brian Cranford & Keith Eagle 

 

Liturgists 
       1/6 Michael Pell 

   1/13 Eugenia Holste  
   1/20 Ann Rollins 
   1/27 Kris Monks 
 

Nursery 
   1/6 Kris & Ray Monks 
   1/13 Gina & Michael Pell 
   1/20  Katherine Barrier 
   1/27 Dana Etherton 

 

In Memorium  
 

Given in memory of Kay Harbison 

 

 

NARTHEX 

ship  

by Anne B. Lylerly 
 

Given in memory of Bill and Pearl Brewer 
by Nancy Brewer 

 
 
 

2005 Flower Chart  
 

The 2005 flower chart has been placed in the 
Narthex for you to reserve a date or dates to provide 
the altar flowers for Trinity’s Sunday worship 
services. This is an excellent way to remember or 
honor a loved one or friend while participating in a 
much-needed ministry of Trinity. When your week to 
provide the altar arrangement arrives, you will need 
to place your order with Harrisburg Florist at 
704.455-2294 and let Sallie in the church office 
know how you would like the wording in the bulletin. 
Harrisburg Florist will no longer automatically place 
flowers in the church. Check out the Flower Chart 
this Sunday! 
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Trini ty Reformed UCC From the Music Department 
Revenue,  Expenses & Assets  

WOMEN’S SUNDAY 
January –  December 30,  2004 TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

  

The day of Transfiguration, February 6, is a time for 
celebrating a mystery: that of the hidden becoming 
revealed. This is the day we remember Christ on the 
mountaintop, revealed in all his glory. This is also 
the day we at Trinity will celebrate Women’s Sunday 
in a service led by the women of the church. One 
highlight: a liturgical dance exploring veils and 
unveilings; the hidden and the seen. 

R E V E N U E  
General Offering            $  131,227.02 
Annex (Bully Shop Rent)                   6,300.00 
Dividend Income                       154.21 
Interest Income                         89.73 
Fundraising                                 1,050.50 
 Total                         $  138,821.49  

One text to be sung: words by St. Thomas Aquinas 
of the thirteenth century, originally in Latin but now in 
a modern translation found in our hymnbook. 

 

O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S  
 Salaries                         $  117,053.74 

  Worship, Education & Fellowship              2,719.83 
Adoro te Devote  Administration        7,164.61 

Truth whom we adore though hidden you may be,  Building, Operations, Utilities, Upkeep    22,158.24 Underneath these forms lies your reality; 
 Other (Missions Ministries)                        6,398.18 To know you completely my heart seeks in vain; 
  Total Ministry Expenditures            $ 155,494.60 Thus, my Sovereign, I give all unto your reign. 

             ($   8,815.83) 
Jesus, now but dimly we behold your grace;  

We await the day when you reveal your face, C H E C K I N G  &  S A V I N G S                         $   17,520.24 
Then unveiled to us your splendor we may see—  

O T H E R  A S S E T S  Blessed, to view your glory in humility. 
  Sales Tax Receivable            $         247.80 

LENT  Foil Estate, Foil Flower Estate,  
In humility, we approach the season of Lent, which 
begins on Ash Wednesday, February 9.  Beginning 
with the 7:30 P.M. service, we at Trinity will search 
our hearts and sing the music of Lent, expressing 
our contrition, our devotion, our thanks, and our 
awe. You may look forward to some well-loved 
anthems, such as Mozart’s beautiful “Ave Verum” 
(Jesus, Word of God Incarnate) and Stainer’s “For 
God So Loved the World.”  You may find meaning in 
the simple words and haunting harmonies of “Ah, 
Holy Jesus”:  

 Stock & UC Foundation                      $ 130,647.25 
     (Note: only the earnings can be liquidated  
       for most of these assets) 
 Memorial Fund             $   33,658.73 
 Improvement Fund             $     6,109.38 
 

TWO COPIES OF A COMPLETE AND COMPREHENSIVE 
FINANCIAL REPORT ARE AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 
(INSIDE THE FRONT DOORS OF THE CHURCH) FOLLOWING 
THE CONSISTORY MEETING EACH MONTH. 
  
 “For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 

Congratulations! Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation. 
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion,  

Congratulations to Ann Rollins as she has been 
voted by the teachers of Coltrane-Webb Elementary 
School as "Teacher of the Year" for Coltrane-Webb. 
Ann teaches English as a Second Language to 
students at Coltrane-Webb. She also handles the 
translation of many documents to the families of the 
more than 90 Spanish-speaking families of the 
school and also volunteers at the Hispanic Learning 
Center on Kerr Street, working with families as they 
attempt to learn the American culture. Ann does an 
excellent job and is well worthy of this honor. She 
now enters into the competition for "Teacher of the 
Year of Cabarrus County" against the winners from 
the other schools.  

For my salvation. 
Therefore kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
I do adore thee…” 

 
Back, again, through humility to adoration and awe. 
Truth revealed. Love unswerving. This is our Lent. 
 
We welcome Tyler Columbia who has joined the 
Worship & Arts class and Teresa and Grace Puckett 
who have joined the bell choir. 
 
 

“Pray as if everything depended on God, 
and work as if everything depended upon man.” 

~ Cardinal Francis J. Spellman  

Congratulations and good luck, Ann!  
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Foundations of Trinity Church  
 

by Harold Holste 
 

No doubt Jesus Christ is the primary foundation of 
all the Christian churches on earth. But there are 
other matters that came into play that affect why 
Trinity Church was organized as a Reformed Church 
on January 1, 1881. 

 

 

 Bethlehem, Judea was part of the Roman 
Empire, but so was Germany and Switzerland. In 
fact, 50 years before Jesus was born, the Roman 
Empire had a settlement at Kolon, Germany. Our 
visit there portrayed many Roman styled churches. 
 

 The church of Jesus Christ spread throughout 
the Roman Empire following Jesus’ crucifixion and 
resurrection. Emperor Constantine in 313 AD 
accepted Christianity as a legitimate religion. The 
church became known as the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church. The church tremendously impacted society 
all over the huge Roman Empire. The evidence is 
still there today. 
 

 Trinity Reformed Church was organized by the 
German Reformed Church organization here in 
North Carolina. Its German heritage was one of its 
foundations too. 
 

 Besides a German professor by the name of 
Martin Luther being one of our foundations, we have 
another German-Swiss man who is credited to being 
the founder of the Reformed Church. His name is 
Ulrich Zwingli. His second pastorate began in Zurich, 

Switzerland on January 1, 1519. He 
based his sermons entirely on 
Scripture rather than customary 
practices, and he studied and 
shared the historical setting of 
Christ’s mission and his disciples. 
He criticized excessive devotion to 
priests, even though he was a 
Catholic, and he opposed their 

devotion to saints. His political interests opposed all 
manner of military activities, and he was a genuine 
pacifist. He had a democratic attitude toward life and 
a love for freedom. 
 

 Surely this thinking led him to oppose foreign 
alliances and authority of the Roman Catholic 
Church. He taught that original sin was not inherited 
by everyone so that we are all guilty from that, but 
that the great truths of redemption has been taught 
among all saints and sinners by Jesus Christ, and 
this includes all who do not believe in Jesus Christ. 
He censured the custom of abstinence during Lent 
as well as supported opposition to celibacy 
eventually getting married even though he still 
considered himself to be a Catholic. His teaching led 

to a declaration against collecting of fees for 
baptisms, Holy Communion, and burials. Church 
rules or canons were to be gradually reduced. The 
Bible was to be read publicly in the original 
languages of Hebrew and Greek. Only what was in 
accord with Scripture was to be kept. All else was to 
be swept away. 
 

 Eugenia and I visited this 
church a few months ago. From 
this same building this man 
became a significant founder for 
the Protestant Reformation. 
There we saw, after seeing 
many other churches and 
cathedrals that did not reform, a 
building that was cleaned out, so to speak, of the 
beauty, the gold, the shrines, the relics, the statues 
of saints. All that was left was bare bones of the 
Sacrament structure for Baptism and Holy 
Communion, a pulpit to preach the Word of God, 
and the names of the four gospel writers carved in 
stone. Zwingli even taught that the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion, which is bread and wine, is not 
the real body and blood of Christ, but is only a 
memorial. We visited other Protestant churches in 
Switzerland and Germany, and they looked much 
like this Zwinglian Church in Zurich. 
 

 Trinity if Reformed, has a German organizing 
heritage, is now Protestant, and United Church of 
Christ. IF YOU THINK WE ARE RADICAL NOW, 
CONSIDER HOW RADICAL WAS ONE OF OUR 
FOUNDATION LEADERS, ULRICH ZWINGLI 
FROM 1519 AND AFTERWARDS. 
 
 
 

CVAN Volunteers Needed 
 

CVAN, which provides safety, shelter and support 
for battered women and their children, is looking for 
volunteers. They need help with the resale store, 
childcare, the Speaker’s Bureau, help in the office, 
the annual auction, accompaniments to court dates, 
yard work and/or house maintenance. You can 
make a difference! Call 704.788-1108 to volunteer. 
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 From Todd & Diane Seaford  
 
   

Dear Trinity family,  
  

 

It is with great sadness, heartfelt gratitude, and 
anxious anticipation that we write this note. Last 
year our family made the hardest decision we have 
had to make in over 15 years. We felt God was 
calling us to a different church family. The sadness 
that came with that decision cannot be expressed in 
words. We miss seeing our friends on a regular 
basis and know that our decision was received in 
different ways by different people.  

gave our children to express themselves and be who 
they are is a big part of the reason they are self-
confident and comfortable in almost all situations. 
You gave them the roots to seek Christ and they are 
doing it in marvelous ways. Thank you for loving us 
and sharing our lives. 

 

We are anxiously excited about our new church 
home at Westford United Methodist Church. Their 
programs are providing new avenues for faith 
exploration. We are making new friends. For the first 
time since we left Trinity, it feels like we have a faith 
home. Our sermon on Sunday was about the 
Christian family. We talked about how everyone that 
accepts Christ as Savior is part of the same family. 
Instead of feeling we have left the Trinity family, we 
would like to change our status from immediate 
family to extended family. Our prayers are with you 
as we all continue on our faith journeys. It is our 
prayer for Trinity that you will always be successful 
in discerning God’s will, following Christ’s direction, 
and being true to your faith. If we can ever help in 
any way, please let us know. After all, we are all part 
of the same family. 

 

We have been gone for a year now and are 
ready to make a commitment to a new church family. 
However, we cannot make a permanent move 
without expressing our gratitude to each of you for 
all you have done and meant to our family. You gave 
our children solid spiritual roots and loved us all 
unconditionally. You are responsible for some of the 
traits we love the most in our girls. Audrey has a 
thirst for knowledge and spiritual understanding that 
will make her relationship with Christ deeply 
committed. Meg has a passion for Christ that 
continues to develop. One day her compassion for  
people and love of Christ will undoubtedly change 
lives. We are convinced that the opportunities Trinity  

 

Love in Christ, 
 

The Seafords 

Retreating Into the Wilderness with Jesus 
 
Lent is a forty-day period before Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday. We skip Sundays when we count the
forty days, because Sundays commemorate the Resurrection. Lent begins on 9 February 2005 and ends on 
26 March 2005. In most churches, the parament color is purple, a royal color to prepare for the King.  
 

Lent is to be a season of soul-searching and repentance. It is a season for reflection and taking stock. Lent
originated in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the faithful
rededicated themselves and when converts were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism. By
observing the forty days of Lent, the individual Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness for forty 
days. All churches that have a continuous history extending before AD 1500 observe Lent. The ancient church
that wrote, collected, canonized, and propagated the New Testament also observed Lent, believing it to be a
commandment from the apostles. (See The Apostolic Constitutions, Book V, Section III.)  
 

Because Sunday is the day of the Resurrection, we skip over Sundays when we calculate the length of Lent.
Therefore, in the Western Church, Lent always begins on Ash Wednesday, the seventh Wednesday before 
Easter.  
In many countries, the last day before Lent (called Mardi Gras, Shrove Tuesday, Carnival, or Fasching) has
become a last fling before the solemnity of Lent. For centuries, it was customary to fast by abstaining from 
meat during Lent, which is why some people call the festival Carnival, which is Latin for farewell to meat. 
 

The purpose of the liturgical calendar is to relive the major events in Jesus’ life in real time, which is why Lent
is forty days long. If Jesus were born on 25 December, then His conception would have been nine months
earlier, on about 25 March. That is when the angel Gabriel would have announced Jesus’ birth to Mary. Thus
25 March is known in the historic church as The Annunciation. 
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God is still speaking, 
   . . . through Our Church’s Wider Mission 
 
Here are some frequently asked questions 
about Our Church’s Wider Mission in the United Church of Christ 

1.  What is it? 
 

Our Church’s Wider Mission (often abbreviated OCWM) is the name we give in the United Church of Christ to 
everything we do together as a church beyond the local congregation. Our Church’s Wider Mission funds your 
UCC Conference (for mission and ministry in your state or region) and the national ministries of the UCC 
(national and global mission). Our Church’s Wider Mission has two components: Basic Support, for the funding 
of core programs; and Special Support, for specific mission opportunities through the four UCC special 
mission offerings. 
 
2. How much of my offering every Sunday goes to Our Church’s Wider Mission? 
 

It depends on how much your congregation decides to contribute. Every congregaion decides for itself how 
much to contribute to OCWM. Most congregations give between 5% and 20% of their current local expenses 
to Our Church’s Wider Mission. This means that local churches use between 80 and 95 cents of every dollar 
for local ministry and mission. On average, among the 5,850 congregations in the UCC and 39 Conferences, 
Conferences use about 2 ½ cents out of every dollar, and the national ministries receive 2 cents out of every 
dollar given by UCC members. 
 
3. How much of the total of Our Church’s Wider Mission money is received by the national 
ministries of the UCC? 
 

In 2003, the UCC national ministries received $16,330,860 in OCWM contributions. This included $5,395,469 
in receipts from the four UCC special mission offerings (Neighbors in Need, The Christmas Fund, Strengthen 
the Church, and One Great Hour of Sharing). These contributions for Our Church’s Wider Mission represent 
about 2% of total church giving by UCC members. 
 
4. How much money given to Our Church’s Wider Mission is spent on administration? 
 

In the national ministries of the UCC, 8% ($1,354.142) of total Our Church’s Wider Mission contributions were 
budgeted in 2003 for administration, which includes the costs of overall organization of the national ministries 
and those parts of salaries, benefits, financial operations, rent, office costs, insurance, and professional fees 
that apply to administration. Your Conference can tell you how much OCWM money it spends on its own 
administration. 
 
5. How is giving to Our Church’s Wider Mission different from giving to other good causes?
 

Our Church’s Wider Mission keeps the church strong, even as it engages in mission and outreach to others. 
The church has a unique and important role to play in our society and the world, today and for future 
generations. You can help sustain the church and its ministries by supporting Our Church’s Wider Mission in 
your congregation. 
 
 

UNITED CHURCH 
O F  C H R I S T  
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UNITED CHURCH 
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38 Church St. NE 
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 www.trinityuccconcord.org 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  REMEMBER TRINITY CHURCH IN YOUR WILL AND TRUST 
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February Birthdays  Second Saturday  
and Anniversaries Pancake Breakfast 

 
  

 

 1 Jill Farmer, Patrick Hinson, Joe & Nellie Suther <  

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12  3 Daniel Pell 
  7 Nellie Morris ! , Mary Helen Powell ! 

7:30AM UNTIL  10:30AM  8 Charlie Therrell  

$5 ADULTS  9 Jessica Furr 
 

$4 SENIORS 10 Mark Johnson, Nick Nixon ! 
 

$3 CHILDREN AGES 4-11 11 Edith Folkes ! 
 

12 Jan Drake*, William Love* FREE FOR CHILDREN 3 & UNDER  
 

13 Grace Puckett  
14 Harold Holste, Jon Hutchinson, Bev & Ron* Sherrill <  
15 Katherine Vartanian, Michael & Carin* Keen < 

  W.A. & Blanche Moose < 
20 Anna Cress 

 21 Libby Brown, Randy Drake, Rose Edwards 
27 Megan Hucks  28 Gayle Hansen 
 THE PUBLIC IS INVITED!  ! 80 (or 80+)   !!! 90 (or 90+)   < Anniversaries   * Non Member
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 Sun       Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

 1 2
Groundhog Day 

 

7:00          Chancel  
        Choir Practice 

3 4 5

6 
Women’s Sunday 
New Member Sun 
 

8:00  Churchmen’s 
   Fellowship B’fast 
9:00     W&A Class 
10:55        Worship 
12:30 First Sunday  
             Fellowship 
 

7 
10:00        Morning 
                     Circle 
7:00      No Mildred 
  Suther Circle Mtg 
7:00             Family 
                 Promise 
                 Meeting 

8 
7:00        Sisters in 
       Christ Circle at 
           the home of 
       Dana Etherton 

9      Ash 
    Wednesday 
 

7:00          Chancel  
        Choir Practice 
7:30         Ash Wed  
                  Service 

10   11 12
7:30am       Second  
                Saturday  
                Pancake  
               Breakfast 
            ‘til 10:30am 

13 
1st Sun in Lent 

 

9:00         Handbell 
                 Practice 
10:55        Worship 
12:30   Annual Mtg  
     & Covered Dish  
              Luncheon 
6:30      Consistory 

14 
Valentine’s Day 

 

6:30     “God is Still 
              Speaking” 
            Bible Study 

15     16
7:00          Chancel  
        Choir Practice 

17 18 19
11:00         JoAnna   
                      Cupp  
                           in  
             Fellowship 
                        Hall 

20 
2nd Sun in Lent 

 

9:00     W&A Class 
10:55        Worship 
7:00         Interfaith  
                    Forum  
                at TUCC 

21 
President’s Day 

 

6:30     “God is Still 
              Speaking” 
            Bible Study 

22  23
7:00          Chancel  
        Choir Practice 

24   25 
11:00am   Chicken 
                 Noodles 
                   ‘til 7pm 

26 

27 
 

3rd Sun in Lent 
10:55        Worship 

28 
6:30     “God is Still 
              Speaking” 
            Bible Study 

      

     

       
 2005 

 

Looking to March 
 

Palm Sunday ~ March 20 
Maundy Thursday ~ March 24 

Good Friday ~ March 25 
Easter ~ March 27 


