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From the Pastor’s Desk

| got a crick in my neck, and, while my
spelling of that word may be questionable, you
know what | mean. You can feel it. You’ve had
them before yourself. You slept wrong, or
turned the wrong way, or don’t remember what
you did wrong, but it happened. And now it just
hurts...not all the time...only when | turn this
way, or, when | do that.

Of course, | looked it up in the dictionary.
The spelling is correct. It comes from an
English word meaning “creek,” or, “bend,” as in
the way a creek bends. But the meaning is
simply: a painful muscle spasm or cramp in the
neck, back, etc. (Webster's New World College
Dict., 4™ ed.). My guess is it comes from
sleeping with one’s head on the cool damp
rocks of a creek bed. Inevitably, this will cause
a crick in one’s neck.

It is literally a pain in the neck. It nags. It
sucks out energy that could be used for better
thoughts and actions. It restricts movement
needed to accomplish the work of the day. It
makes smiling difficult and wincing all too easy.
It makes being nice to people hard to get into
focus. It is like there is a part of the body that
isn’t cooperating with the other parts. It is easy
to become angry at the cricked muscle and
wish it would stop causing so much pain.

Jesus says he gives his body for us and
Paul developed the image of the church as the
body of Christ. Sometimes there is a crick in the
neck of the body of Christ. It distracts attention
from the more important ministries of the
church. It doesn’t do its part and causes the
rest of the body to work overtime in trying to
make up for the nagging muscle. That one little
crick has the potential to suck the energy out of
the whole body and to debilitate the whole

ministry. It makes enjoying new experiences
very difficult. The mind might even become
angry with the cricked muscle and wish it would
stop causing so much pain.

Only time, deep breaths, relaxation and
giving some loving attention to the hurting
muscle will bring about needed healing. While a
crick in the neck brings pain to the whole body
and mind, it is the muscle with the crick that
needs the most loving attention. The muscle
causes pain because it is in pain. Only by giving
gentle, loving attention to the hurting muscle will
the health of the body be restored.

Coming up the first two weeks in March is a
time to give attention to some aches and pains
at Trinity. Our time with the Center for
Congregational Health is a time for giving
attention to the hurting muscles in our church.
The dates are March 3 and March 15. Dr. Les
Robinson is prepared to lead us through a
process of healing. Please call the office to sign
up today if you have not already signed up.
Your presence and voice is essential to Trinity’s
health. Let's get together and give attention to
what is happening in the body that is our
church.

Peace,
Nathan

Servant Keeper

The church has an opportunity to purchase
Servant Keeper computer software for a cost of
approximately $450.00. This package would
provide the resources to group (and track)
Trinity’s membership files and financial files in
one place while giving the ability to print needed
information throughout the church year. If you
would like to donate to the purchase of this
software, please mark your check accordingly
and place it into Sunday’s offering plate.




Circles

The Morning Circle will meet on Monday, March 7
at 10:00am in the church parlor.

The Mildred Suther Circle will meet on Monday,
March 7 at 7:00pm at the home of Juanita Hathcock.

The Sisters in Christ Circle will meet on Tuesday,
March 8" at 7:00pm at the home of Pam King.

Churchmen’s Fellowship

The Churchmen’s Fellowship will meet on Sunday,
March 6 at 8:00am for their regularly scheduled
breakfast meeting.

The Churchmen are sponsoring their annual
Church-wide Easter Breakfast on Sunday,
March 27 at 8:30am. You are asked to purchase
your tickets in advance so the men will know the
correct amount of food to prepare. You may get your
tickets from any Churchmen’s Fellowship member.
Prices are:

Adults (12 & over) ~ $5.00
Ages 6 — 11 ~ $3.00
Ages 5 & under ~ FREE

First Sunday Fellowship

Our Gifts, Attendance & Service
as of February 20, 2005

2005 Budget $ 146,679.50
Needed to Date 22,566.00
General Fund to Date 20,392.30
Average Attendance 66
Children’s Message
Pam King
Sound System
Mike Monks
Acolyte

Ashby Brown

Liturgists
3/6  Cathey Bridges
3/13 Mark Johnson
3/20 Grace Puckett
3/27 David Puckett

Nursery
3/6  Dalphine Brown & Zach Monks
3/13 Dana Etherton & Grace Puckett
3/20 Kris Monks & Amanda Miller
3/27 Ray Monks & Tracee Miller

Sunday, March 6, 2005
Fellowship Hall

<& g

2005 Flower Chart

In Memorium

Given in memory of Lillian Baucom
by Pearl Kobylarz

New Members

Welcome to our new members Bill & Dalphine
Brown, their daughter Ashby and son Jacob. The
Browns live at 431 Claymont St. SE, Concord 28025
and their phone number is 704.786-0593.

We also welcome Tom & Wendy Columbus
and their sons Tyler, Tanner & Brycen. Their
address is 154 Sweet Martha Dr., Mooresville 28115
and their phone number is 704.682-9357. Welcome,
friends!

The 2005 flower chart has been placed in the
Narthex for you to reserve a date or dates to provide
the altar flowers for Trinity’'s Sunday worship
services. This is an excellent way to remember or
honor a loved one or friend while participating in a
much-needed ministry of Trinity. When your week to
provide the altar arrangement arrives, you will need
to place your order with Harrisburg Florist at
704.455-2294 and let Sallie in the church office
know how you would like the wording in the bulletin.
Harrisburg Florist will no longer automatically place
flowers in the church. Check out the Flower Chart
this Sunday! Open dates are:

March 6, 20 & 27
April 17 & 24
May 1, 8, 15, & 22
June 19 & 26
July 10, 17, 24, & 31
August 7
September 4, 11, & 18
October 9, 16, 23, & 30
November 6, 13, 20 & 27
December 11 & 25




Trinity Reformed UCC
Revenue, Expenses & Assets
as of January 31, 2005

Third Saturday Socials

REVENUE

General Offering $ 7,250.20
Annex (Bully Shop Rent) 675.00
Dividend Income 0
Interest Income 0
Fundraising 169.00
Total $ 6,822.20
OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Salaries $ 8,163.97
Worship, Education & Fellowship 82.06
Administration 968.76
Building, Operations, Utilities, Upkeep 1,312.57
Other (Missions Ministries) 0
Total Ministry Expenditures $ 10,527.36
($ 3,650.16)
CHECKING & SAVINGS $ 14,598.27

OTHER ASSETS
Sales Tax Receivable $ 260.61
Foil Estate, Foil Flower Estate,

Stock & UC Foundation $ 130,647.25
(Note: only the earnings can be liquidated
for most of these assets)
Memorial Fund $ 35,708.73
Improvement Fund $ 6,109.38

TWO COPIES OF A COMPLETE AND COMPREHENSIVE
FINANCIAL REPORT ARE AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX
(INSIDE THE FRONT DOORS OF THE CHURCH) FOLLOWING
THE CONSISTORY MEETING EACH MONTH.

Each month on the third Saturday evening, we
gather for a time of food, fun and fellowship at
someone’s house for the social. These evenings are
for Trinity members, friends and newcomers.

Sometimes the host/hostess prepares a theme
for the social. Sometimes the evening includes
games. There could be a “costume party” in
October. Sometimes we gather to only eat and
fellowship together.

The host/hostess usually provides the entrée
and everyone else takes desserts, salads,
beverages, etc. or whatever the host/hostess
decides. There are wusually 15-20 people in
attendance.

Below are the dates for the Third Saturday
Socials. Please sign up for a particular evening by
calling the church office at 704.782-1024. Also,
please let us know if your hosting is “children
friendly”. Otherwise, parents will need to secure
sitters for their children.

March 19, 2005

April 16, 2005

May 21, 2005 ~ No social — Women’s Beach Retreat
June 18, 2005

July 16, 2005

August 20, 2005

September 17, 2005 — Tom & Wendy Columbus
October 15, 1005

November 19, 2005

December 17, 2005

January 21, 2006

February 18, 2006

March 18, 2006

The Consistory has approved a proposal that the church engage the Center for Congregational Health
to assist us in identifying and dealing with some of the feelings and issues that form the basis for tension
and conflict at Trinity Reformed United Church of Christ. You are invited to participate in the process of
identifying those feelings and issues and engaging in recommendations for moving forward with
renewed commitment. Dr. Les Robinson will be the facilitator for a series of focus groups on March 3.
You may schedule yourself to be in one of these groups by calling the church to sign up. Groups will
begin on the hour and last for 45 minutes. You will have an opportunity to talk about your current
concerns, what you see as new challenges, and your hopes for the future. A report will be written that
will summarize these focus sessions and will include any recommendations the Center believes will help
us in dealing with the information. A verbal version of that report will be given to the congregation on
March 15 from 7:30 to 8:30pm. Your elected leaders want to know your present concerns as well as
your hopes for the future. This will be an excellent way for you to provide them with that information.




From the Music Department

MUSIC OF THE SEASON
Not long ago during a Worship and Arts class, | had to explain to the young children that yes, we have just
celebrated Jesus’ birth, but now it is time to remember his death. We began learning music for Lent less than a
month after Christmas! | think our children were still thinking of Jesus as a baby in the manger. We talked about
the seasons of the year, and the years of Jesus’ life going by, and then His death and resurrection occurring one
spring. | think they understood.

Now is the season of our Lent. It is time we delved fully into Christ’s Passion. If we remember His pain and mourn
His death, we are more likely to be transformed by the joy of Easter morning.

The musicians of Trinity are preparing meditative music, mourning music, beseeching music. Collectively, we will
sing our sorrow and yours. On our best days, we lose ourselves in the music. At times, the music is our prayer; at
times, we feel God’s presence in the sound. We pray that our craft will weave a spell of quiet worship this Lenten
season, and that you will be there, worshipping with us.

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY EASTER SUNRISE

Traditionally, children partigipate in the fes_tivities <_)f Beginning in the tomb (at 7:30am inside the
Ralm Sunday. Our Worship and Arts choristers \_N|II sanctuary) we will move outside, into the light.
sing the hosannas on March 20. As the service Expect to blink, and to be dazzled by God's love.

progresses to the darker side, the adult musicians

will contribute music to help us move into the pain of

Holy Week. Expect a powerful anthem near the end 10:55 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP

of the service. This is the time for singing Alleluias full voice, along

with brass, organ, and choir. Come to celebrate the
Resurrection! And if we have worshipped fully

MAU.NDY THURSDA_Y ) ) throughout Lent, we will not only KNOW about the
At this 7:30pm gathering, we will be exploring some resurrection of Christ. We will FEEL it: in our music
of the Jewish traditions that Jesus might have and in our hearts. We will feel rejuvenation of our
experienced during Passover. own lives and spirits. Alleluia!

GOOD FRIDAY

At 7:30 P.M., we will worship through a service like
our Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols service,

Holy Week at a Glance

alternating scripture readings with music. Come

prepared to be moved by the Passion story as it is Palm Sunday ~ Sunday, March 20

read, sung and played. This should be a very Maundy Thursday ~ 7:30pm
moving worship experience. We will all go into the Good Friday ~ 7:30pm
darkness of the tomb together, and exit to the tolling Easter Sunday ~ Sunday, March 27

of bells. May the sounds of this service stay with

you, haunting and sad. Sunrise Service ~ 7:30am

All-church Breakfast ~ 8:30am
Morning Worship ~ 10:55am

"The benefits [of the resurrection] are innumerable. To list a few: Our illnesses
don't seem nearly so final; our fears fade and lose their grip; our grief over
those who have gone on is diminished; our desires to press on in spite of the
obstacles is rejuvenated ... our identity as Christians is strengthened as we
stand in the lengthening shadows of saints down through the centuries, who
have always answered back in antiphonal voice: 'He is risen, indeed!""

~Charles Swindoll




Foundations of Trinity Reformed
United Church of Christ

by Harold Holste

The Protestant Reformation was aimed at reforming
the Catholic Church in the 1500’s. However, it
produced arguments, fighting, and a thirty years war
about 100 years later in 1618-1648. Conflict
between Protestants and Catholics in Germany
caused as much destruction in Germany as found in
the last two world wars with wounds, disease and
famine. German immigration began in 1682 and
grew and grew for the next 100 years to the new
world.

This next 100 years concerns Trinity Church being
touched by a Swiss immigrant by the name of
Samuel Suther. Just east of Concord on Highway 73
at the Cold Water Fire Department is a NC Historical
marker  dedicated to
Samuel Suther. He has
direct descendants on the
membership role here at
Trinity. They are Bob
Suther, Joe Suther Sr.,

: Joe Suther Jr.,, Chip
Coldwater Church was originally Suther, Dawn Suther
a Reformed Church by 1768, but McHa|e, and of course,

became a union church in 1814 .
of Reformed & Lutheran. the children born.

Samuel Suther was born
May 18, 1722 in a German speaking area of
Switzerland at Tell. He was 17 years old when his
father decided that he could provide better in
America for his large family of 12 or 13 children.
Travel to America could only be done on a wind
blown sailing ship. The ship that the Suthers
traveled encountered 13 storms. It took four months.
Damage forced the ship into an English port for
repairs. Samuel’'s father and two sisters died here.
After repairs, the ship and passengers traveled on
toward Philadelphia. The worst storm hit them before
landing. Sickness, no food, and storms caused 220
passengers to die. All of Samuel’s family died except
himself who was carried to shore and nursed back to
health.

Educated in Zwinglian schools in Switzerland,
he taught in many German schools in this land.
Ordained in the Reformed Church at Philadelphia,
he began serving German people here in Cabarrus
County, but then it was part of Mecklenburg. He was
here serving from 1768-1771. From 1771-1782, he
served German communities as pastor in Orange
and Guilford counties. In 1782-1786, he served
German peoples in Davidson County. He returned to
Cabarrus in 1786 and into the upper part of South
Carolina and died in 1788.

Suther organized churches in German
communities in the above areas. He is also credited
to building houses of worship in these communities,

and credited for being responsible for the 17
churches that organized into the German Reformed
Classes in 1831.

Suther lived during the time of the War for
Independence. He was a fearless patriot. Reformed
men were at one with this preacher. Some of his
members participated in the battle of Alamance. He
became a marked man by the British army. That
British army camped on his farm near Guilford Court
House, being driven from his home, destroying his
grain and cattle, and devastating the buildings. He
had to run and hid himself. The farms of his
parishioners were ravaged, destroying their living,
insulting the women, abusing the children because
the fathers fought for freedom from English yoke.

This quote is found in the Historic Sketch of the
Reformed Church in North Carolina. “At this day his
descendants still may be found in Cabarrus County,
who well may be proud of the name and work of
Samuel Suther who did so much in the early history
of North Carolina as a colony and as a State, and
who laid the foundation of churches that, still
flourishing, hold the faith he preached and cherish
his memory.”

Without Samuel Suther, would there ever have
been German Reformed churches in North Carolina
or later a Trinity Reformed United Church of Christ? |
doubt it. Both his descendants and Trinity Church
have much to be thankful for and to celebrate in
2006.

Congratulations, Ann Rollins!

Congratulations are extended to Ann Rollins as she
has been voted by the teachers of Coltrane-Webb
Elementary School as “Teacher of the Year” for
Coltrane-Webb. Ann teaches English as a Second
Language to students at Coltrane-Webb. She also
handles the ftranslation of many
documents to the families of the more
than 90 Spanish-speaking families of R
the school and also volunteers at

the Hispanic Learning Center on e 'l’
Kerr Street, working with families as
they attempt to learn the American
culture. Ann does an excellent job
and is well worthy of this honor. She now enters into
the competition for “Teacher of the Year of Cabarrus
County” against the winners from the other schools.

Congratulations and good luck, Ann!

”

With one small gesture you can change a
person's life, for better or for worse. God puts us all
in each other's lives to impact one another in some

way. Look for God in others. ~ author unknown
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March Birthdays
and Anniversaries

6 Elizabeth Wagner

Jamie Drake

9 Brandon Cook*
Tiffanie Furr
Sheila Mahaffey

10 Emily Farmer

13 Kathie Miller

17 Don Howell !
Nathan & Pam King ¥
Sallie Staley at TUCC 8 Years

18 Joe Suther, Sr. !

23 Chester Misenheimer !

24 Pat Cheek*

25 Johnnie Lippard !
Sylvia Winecoff

30 Joanna Hutchinson

[oo)

180 (or 80+) 190 (or 90+) < Anniversaries * Non Member

Second Saturday
Pancake Breakfast

SATURDAY, MARCH 12

7:30AM UNTIL 10:30AM
$5 ADULTS
$4 SENIORS
$3 CHILDREN AGES 4-11
FREE FOR CHILDREN 3 & UNDER

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
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Retreat at BRAG Suther Circle Mtg Pam King 10:30am
8:00 Churchmen’s at J. Hathcock’s
Fellowship B'fast | 7.0g Family
9:00 W&A Class Promise
10:55 Worship Meeting
12:15 First Sunday
Fellowship
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
5" Sun in Lent 6:30 “Godis Still | 7:30 Report | 7:00 Chancel Third Saturday
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Easter Sunday 6:30 “God is Still 7:00 Chancel
7:30 Sunrise Serv. t_ljpeaking" Study Choir Practice
8:30  All-Church | ihl.d FEXSE - Daylight Saving Time Begins
Breakfast ';“Li“‘" Sunday, April 3
9:00  HandBell |
Practice
10:55 Worship
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