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Who is Trinity? What Do We Believe?

By Pastor Nathan King

Who we are...

We are a social action, social justice faith community, open and af-
firming, welcoming and supportive of all people.

What we believe...and what we do...

We believe taking the Bible seriously means it cannot always be
taken literally. We follow the teachings of Jesus, worship God, and
seek to be faithful to the way of Christ — alleviating suffering, op-
pression and injustice - feeding hungry people and housing families
that have been displaced, seeking Jesus’ way of peace.

Only eleven other UCC congregations in North Carolina have
made such a statement of good news identity as we adopted on Sunday,
March 28, 2010. It is an historic day in the life of our congregation and
our community!

The good news is we now have a clear vision of who we are and
what we are doing as a congregation. So, in a sense, it is a little like
Christmas at Easter. It is Christmas in the sense that it feels like a
great gift to be given — a direction in our church’s life, a statement we
can announce and with which we can engage others in conversation,
unashamedly, boldly proclaiming the message of wondrous love.

On the other hand, it is sort of like getting a puppy for Christ-
mas — it comes with a LOT of excitement, warm feelings, lots of love and
cuddles — AND it comes with a LOT of responsibility. It must be em-
braced, given lots of attention, nurtured, and, of course, introduced to
everyone around like a newborn grandchild.

I am reminded of a Howard Thurman quote (a favorite of Pastor
Marion):

The Work of Christmas:
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
Continued on p. 2

Holy Week and Easter Schedule

Maundy Thursday: March 31, Worship at 7:30 p.m. and Communion
Good Friday: April 1, Worship at 7:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 4th

7:00 a.m., Sunrise Service at Trinity

7:30 a.m. Breakfast: No cost, but donations accepted.

8:15 Easter Egg Hung

8:30 Adult and Children’s Sunday School

9:30 a.m. Worship, New Members, presentation of One Great
Hour of Sharing boxes.



To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart."”
— from The Mood of Christmas

Jesus said to his followers, “Go, invite oth-
ers to also follow...” (paraphrased JNK). Evangel-
ism is now our task. Our identity statement is
GOOD NEWS to those who have been disenfran-
chised by the church. It is good news to those
who are hurting and searching for healing. It is
good news to those who are lonely and hungry
and displaced. It is also good news to those
searching for a way to follow Christ with integrity
and really get involved with actions that make a
difference in our community and world.

In this sense the statement reminds me of
Easter — a time for telling our neighbors that Je-
sus is alive and dancing through Trinity!

Now the hard work of Christmas - and
Easter—begins.

Family Promise Receives Trailer

Name Trinity’s Newsletter

To signify that Trinity UCC is not standing

still at a Crossroad, but moving ahead with
new mission and identity, we want to name
our newsletter something else. Please send
or phone your suggestion to Pastor Nathan.

Sunday School Teacher Needed

The Dale Jr. Foundation is donating a new trailer
to Family Promise of Cabarrus County so home-
less families served by the organization can have
something to transport their possessions in from
one local host church to another. The non-profit
Family Promise consists of 14 area churches that
assist homeless families a week at a time. The
Dale Jr. Foundation is the charitable foundation
of Mooresville-based NASCAR driver Dale Earn-
hardt Jr.

Special thanks goes to the 22 individuals who
helped with putting up homeless families for the
Family Promise program, February 14-20.

Trinity’s next scheduled week to house those
who are homeless is April 25 to May 1. Call Deb-
bie Johnson to provide food or spend the night or
set up for our guests.

There is a special need for a teacher for
the Preschool/Kindergarten Sunday
School. Time for Sunday School is 9:45 to
10:30. While this class is meeting three
other classes are meeting, two adult
classes and the other youth class taught
by Jo Anna Cupp. If teaching is
one of your gifts, please consider teaching
this class. The curriculum is ready!

The Preschool/Kindergarten students
go to the Nursery during Worship. After
the Anthem the youth, first grade and up,
go to Youth Worship with Pastor Marion.

The Morning Circle meets at the church
at 11 a.m.. April 5 and then go together to
lunch. In addition to their business meet-
ing, the women send out Get Well, Birth-
day, Anniversary, and Sympathy cards to
congregational members and friends. Mem-
bers are Eugenia Holste, Elsie Bonds, Rose
Edwards, Juanita Hathcock, Pearl Koby-
larz, Jo Anna Cupp, Joyce Overcash,
Patricia White, Anna Cress.

Trinity Men’s Fellowship will meet the
third Sunday morning, April 18, from 8:30
to 9:30 a.m. downstairs. Coffee and
doughnuts will be served. Sunday School
class follows at 9:45 with Worship at

Sisters in Christ, facilitated by Wendy Co-
lumbus, Debbie Johnson, and Courtney
Prothero meet after church on the fourth
Sunday of the month, April 24, to go out to
lunch and discuss work that needs to be
done in the church. All are welcome to join
them.
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One Great Hour of Sharing Boxes
Are Due on April 4, Easter

Your giving enables women in Egypt, Zimbabwe, Bosnia,
and Ecuador to receive micro-credit loans, start small
businesses and provide for their families.

Spiritual Cinema Sets Schedule

April 7 and April 14: "Signs"

April 21: "Jesus in India"

April 28: NO meeting

May 5: Finish up on "Jesus in India"
May 12 and May 19: "The Invention of
Lying"

May 26 and June 2: "Creation: the
true story of Charles Darwin"

Break for Summer

Spiritual Cinema meets on Wednesday
evenings at 6 p.m. in the fellowship
hall.

Send an Easter or
Welcome Spring Card
to our Shut-ins

Bob Suther, Eden Gardens of
Concord, 1501 Zion Church Rd., Con-
cord, NC 28025

Lib Talbert, Laurel Park Nurs-
ing Center, Room 201, 1050 Hospital
Drive, Stockbridge, GA 30281

Elizabeth (Lib) Moose, 650
Camrose Circle, Concord, NC 28025

Edith Folkes, Conway Manor,
3300 4th Ave, Conway, SC 29527

Nellie Morris, 1217 Union St.
S., Concord, NC 28025

JOHNS RIVER VALLEY
2010 YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS

“Curly” Stumb is the camp director for our terrific
camping program in the Western North Carolina
mountains. Make plans now for your child to be in-
volved in a summer camp experience! For details on
each camp, go to http://jrvc.org/images/
SummerCamp/JRVCprogram2010.1trC. pdf

June 20-26; SENIOR HIGH ADVENTURE; grades 9-12;
includes white water rafting and rock climbing experi-
ence in Pisgah National Forest.

June 20-26; MIDDLE HIGH [Apex] grades 7, 8, 9; in-
cludes day trip to Footsloggers Climbing Tower in
Boone and Blue Ridge hike.

June 27-July 3; MIDDLE HIGH [Ultra/biking] grades
7, 8 & 9, Bike section of Virginia Creeper Trail; Bikes
and helmets provided for all campers on “Creeper
Trail” trip.

June 27-July 3; SENIOR HIGH DISCOVERY grades 9-
12; main site. Join with Middle High [Ultra] Campers
on Virginia Creeper Trail bike trip.

July 4-10; MIDDLE HIGH [ OUTPOST/climbing] grades
7, 8, 9; outpost site. Camp features canoe trip and
climbing experience.

Consistory Takes on
Budget and Missions

The Consistory (Deacons and Elders) and Treas-
urer have had extra meetings to study Trinity
UCC’s mission and budget. Our Sunday offerings
do not cover our expenses, but if we could rent
the Annex property and building (without having
to do any repairs), we could probably break even.

The decision to become an Open and Affirming
congregation means that we can be listed on a
web site that will refer those seeking a welcoming
place for gays, lesbians, transgendered and ques-
tioning people —to Trinity UCC’s web site. First a
member of our congregation has to be trained for
two days in how to be a welcoming congregation.
See our new church identity statement on the
front page and on p. 6.

The super plentiful Easter Breakfast will be pre-
pared by volunteers Todd Adrian, Jim McNultt,
Matt Cummings, Matt Devaux, John Maze, and
Ken Swoope.
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New CCM Needs

Hospice & Palliative Care Needs

By Barry Porter, Foods Service Coordinator, Cooperative Chris-
tian Ministry, Concord, NC

As you can imagine, due to the economy, our
demand has greatly increased in the last several
months. Our food contributions from the
churches have also increased for which we
thank you. We appreciate any donation of food,
paper products or health and beauty supplies.

Listed below are the new P

~ ‘ ——1{
needs for the Cooperative Chris- - «.\(/L\\‘,r.?'

tian Ministry food pantries for s
the coming month: ' Z
Canned Tomatoes ] -
Peanut Butter - 18 oz. or 28 oz. )
Soup

Canned meat

Instant Potatoes

Canned Mixed Vegetables
Paper Towels

Plastic Grocery Bags

At Trinity, bring your donations to the basket on
the left side of the altar down front.

\

Accomplishments of CCM in 2009

e Four new Teaching Houses were added to
Project Independence, CCM'’s transitional
housing program.

e The Poverty Simulation Program was intro-
duced.

e An effective Farmers Market Gleaning Pro-
gram was created.

In 2010 CCM plans to add a new satellite food
pantry for Cabarrus County, additional Teach-
ing Houses in Kannapolis, 11 mobile food pan-
tries in Cabarrus and southern Rowan county
neighborhoods, a new Mothers & Children’s
Housing Ministry for homeless mothers with
young children.

The friend who can be silent with us in a moment of
despair or confusion, who can stay with us in an
hour of grief and bereavement, who can tolerate not
knowing...not healing, not curing...that is a friend
who cares.

—Henri J.M. Nouwen, from his book

From the Cabarrus County Wish List:

¢ Art Supplies such as glitter pens, Sharpie
markers

Aloe unscented baby wipes

Individually packaged sweet/salty snack foods
New white washcloths

Classical, Jazz, Bluegrass, Show Tunes or Re-
ligious Music CD’s

The basket on the right facing the congregation is
the Hospice Basket.

* & o o

News from Our
Faith Community
Nurse

By Jo Anna Cupp

I plan on doing
some more visiting and
calling in April and another BP check.

In March | attended a Senior Health Fair
at the Cabarrus Arena.

Our focus for this year is on healthy liv-
ing Eat right and move. | will need at least
two people to volunteer to be on the health
cabinet. It is not a hard job and will not be
very time consuming. We will start off meet-
ing quarterly to discuss some of the health
issues our congregation faces and plan
events to help in that.

I can be reached by calling the church
and | am 3 on the list. Or if it is an emer-
gency and you want me to meet you at the
hospital or at the doctors office you can call
me at home, 704-795-2734, or on my cell
phone, 704-796-4877.

Parish Nursing and Health Ministry inte-
grates Faith & Health. The Parish Nurse is a
counselor, an advocate, a referral agent, an
educator and coordinator of volunteers and
support groups. Parish Nursing & Health
Ministry is sponsored by Carolinas Medical
Center, Northeast.
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FAMILY PROMISE
PROPOSED SCHEDULE
Start Date (Sunday) Week # Church

March 28 — April 3 04 Crossroads

April 4-10 05 Forest Hill UMC
April 11 - 17 06 St. James Lutheran
April 18 - 24 07 2" Presbyterian
April 25 - May 1 08 Trinity UCC

May 2 - 8 09 Grace Lutheran

May 9 - 15 1 0 Calvary Lutheran

Trinity Church Directory

Pressure will bend you unless you

bend before God in prayer.
—F. Douglas Small at Parish Nurse Appreciation Breakfast.

UCC News and Projects

New UCC Commercial The UCC will launch its
next God is Still Speaking commercial on April
16 at 9 a.m. (ET) utilizing the church’s best
broadcasting arsenal: its own members. The
UCC also plans to purchase targeted ads—
touting the video message—on Face book and
the most widely trafficked blogs.

UCC introduces StillSpeaking Magazine. The
UCC is launching a subscription campaign for
an oversized, full-color publication that will de-
but in April. The 88-page StillSpeaking Maga-
zine will be published twice annually in Spring
and Fall. A 3-year subscription is $29 before
July 1, $39 after that. Order online at:
www.ucc.org/magazine.

Friday, April 9, 2-5 p.m., Beyond Open and Af-

firming, First Christian UCC, 415 W. Church
St., Burlington, NC. For preparatory reading
contact PLDdirector@verizon.net or call 919-
493-2722. Talk to Margot Pickett.

Friday, April 16, 10-4 pm, Preaching in Times
of Crisis, Umstead Park UCC, 8208 Browleigh
Drive, Raleigh, NC. Contact Margot Pickett .

The Center for Congregational Health
www.healthychurch.org

Pastor Nathan King

Office Hours: Monday after 2 p.m.; Tuesday 9
to 5; Wednesday after 2; Thursday 9 to 5;
Sunday 7 to 2. Phone: 704-224-1653
Nathan@ Trinityuccconcord@gmail.com

Associate Pastor Marion Rhyne

Minister of Music and Christian Education
Marion@Trinityuccconcord@gmail.com
Mary Katherine Duncan, Admin Asst.
Trinityuccoffice@gmail.com

704-782-1024

Organist: Michael Leggett

Phone: 704-640-1334

Crossroads Editor: Bonnie Schell, 704-786-
8101, Bonniebelle@mindspring.com
Custodian: William Love 704-782-2240
Website: Courtney Prothero
Cprothero@gmail.com

Southern Conference Minister

216 Antioch Avenue, Elon, NC 27244

Leadership
Debbie Johnson, President
Todd Adrian, Secretary
Jim McNutt
Matthew Cummings
Jo Anna Cupp, Vice President
Steve Murdock
Eugenia Holste
George Smith, Sr.

Rose Edwards

Troy Prothero, Chair of Deacons
Bonnie Schell

Bobby Eagle

Pastor Marion L. Rhyne

Pastor J. Nathan King

Alane Holste, Treasurer

Teams
Church Administration Ministry
Mission Services Ministry
Spiritual Development Ministry
Congregational Vitality Ministry
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April 2010 Birthdays & Anniversaries

Trinity UCC
Mission Statement

April
1

Ed & Marion Duncan
Matt Devaux
Elinor Prothero

2 Lib Moose

3 Cathey Bridges

10 Troy Prothero
Beverly Yelton-Sherrill
16 Jeff Woodward
18 Dale Ray Cathcare
22 Kimberly Williams
23 Jim McNutt
30 Lewis Eddings

Pancake Breakfast is April 10

From Debbie Johnson, 704-795-1523

We can always use people to serve and clean up.

We can also use volunteers to set up before the
breakfast - either Friday night or early at 7:00
am the day of the breakfast. Servers can work
shifts or stay the whole morning. Five seems to
be a good working number but more are wel-
come! Nov. set the record for 169 breakfasts.

Thanks to all who
bring adult and chil-
dren’s books to our
Exchange/Share ta-
ble. Browse the sur-
prise finds here.

Who we are ...

We are a social action, so-
cial justice faith commu-
nity, open and affirming,
welcoming and supportive
of all people. We believe
taking the bible seriously
means it cannot always be
taken literally. We follow
the teachings of Jesus, worshipping God, seeking
to be faithful to the way of Christ -- alleviating suf-
fering, oppression and injustice — feeding hungry
people and housing families that have been dis-
placed, seeking Jesus’ way of peace.

(adopted by congregation on March 28, 2010)
Our mission is ...

To honor God and celebrate the intrinsic worth of
each person as created in God’s image.

We seek to accomplish this by ...

+ Engaging members and newcomers in a regular
practice of developing spirituality including
private prayer, Sunday worship.

e Proclaiming the Word of God through a variety
of music and preaching of the Word

e Developing a welcoming attitude toward per-
sons who are different and learning to honor
these differences as a path to Christian spiritual
growth

o Being intentional in inviting others to engage
with Trinity Reformed UCC in membership
and ministry and publicizing our church’s min-
istry opportunities

e Exploring and discovering our individual gifts
for ministry

e Helping others outside our own faith commu-
nity, careful planning for generous missions
support, and making connections through ser-
vice to others, and financial stewardship

e Providing opportunities for lay leadership de-
velopment in the areas of church school leader,
worship leadership, consistory service, youth
and children’s ministries, pastoral visitation,
evangelism and spirituality.
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TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

9

38 Church St. NE
Concord, NC 28025-4756

Phone: 704-782-1024
Phone: 704-782-0141

Email: Trinityuccoffice@gmail.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

God is still speaking,

Catch the comma.

April 2010
]
WE’RE ON THE WEB!

WWW.
TRINITYUCCCONCORD.
ORG

April 2010




