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December 2009 

Pancake  
Mission 
Grows 

50 
92 
146 
169! 
     November’s free Pan-
cake Breakfast on the sec-
ond Saturday had 169 
people including many 
families. New  church vol-
unteers came to make the 
serving smooth and fun. 

     From donations the Pancake Breakfast always breaks even. The pro-
ject needs some assorted juice glasses. Also in much need are children’s 
books for the Book Exchange table.. Books can be for toddlers through 
young teens. Bring books on Sunday and put them on round table 
downstairs. Come to eat and talk with our neighbors. Invite them to 
worship services. The time is 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. on the second Saturday 
of the month. 

Christmas Eve Communion is at 5 p.m. 

Maya McNutt in the Nursery on Sunday 

Trinity is Hosting 
Family Promise  
December 6-13 
Trinity UCC will have four fami-
lies including an infant as 
guests downstairs. Many volun-
teers (over 15) cooperate in pro-
viding food, turning Sunday 
school rooms into bedrooms, 
turning parlor furniture into a 
living room in the recreation 
room, staying over night, reset-
ting up Sunday School, washing 
sheets and comforters. A spe-
cial need is for people to help 
set up on Sunday Dec. 6th af-
ter church. 
If you want to help out to give 
other volunteers a rest, or have 
questions about the Family 
Promise program, call Debbie 
Johnson, 704-795-1523.   



By Carol Williams 
 
     Consistory has been working to prepare for 
the new-year and future of the church while at-
tending to the current business.   
 
     Like most non-profits we are struggling fi-
nancially through the economic recession and 
we continue to closely monitor spending while 
planning our budget for our 2010 ministries.   
 
     A crucial element of our future entails identi-
fying how we plan to “be” as a congregation. 
With that, the board sponsored an “all-day” 
meeting to discern our ministry together with 
each other, our community and the world.   
 
     Twenty-one people gathered together on Sat-
urday, November 7. After enjoying breakfast to-
gether on the beautiful, crisp, fall morning, the 

group discussed that for which we are and/or 
should be responsible.  The healthy conversation 
led to a group of objectives that further helped 
define four new ministry teams that will guide 
our ministry together as a congregation. 
 
New Ministry Teams 
The four new ministry teams are: 
�     Spiritual Development  

o   Theological identification 
o   Christian Education 

�     Mission Services 
o   Develop local and wider mission in the 

world 
o   Visibility to all 

�     Church Administration 
o   Clear, methodical process management 
o   Financially stable, responsible organization 

�     Church Growth 
o   Develop deliberately inclusive church envi-

ronment for all 
o   Create sustainable, growing, vibrant 

church 
 
Next Steps 
     Our current committee work will be com-
pared with the new ministry teams to ensure 
that all of the important work currently being 
completed by individuals and groups continues.   
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Update from the Consistory Board  

 
     An important aspect of our meeting was 
the understanding that each and every one of 
us should take the time to discern our own 
talents and how we can use those talents to 
participate in the ministries of Trinity.  Dur-
ing the annual meeting early in 2010, we will 
all learn more about the ministry teams and 
have the opportunity  to decide how we, as 
individuals, would like to participate in the 
joint ministries of Trinity.  

The Christmas Star 
 

The desert night, so cold and still 
A cobalt canvas, softly lit 

By flickering stars at Heaven’s vault 
While shepherds with their flocks did sit. 

 
And on this night, the Magi  saw 

The Christmas Star, at once alight 
Its fearful beauty led the way 

To Bethlehem, this winter night. 
 

The hearts of all who looked above 
Were filled with hope by blazing light 

A sign from Heaven, long awaited 
A prophecy fulfilled this night. 

 
And then the Magi bowed their heads 
Before the Child whose Blessed Birth 
Is love fulfilled through God in flesh 

Our Christmas hope, yet, peace on Earth. 
 
 

By Matthieu Devaux 
 



by Pastor Nathan King 
 
     Christmas is coming and we all know what 
that means! Lots of excitement in the hearts and 
on the faces of children young and old! A time of 
great joy and expectation.  
     The season of Advent calls us to ponder this 
Child of Bethlehem, the baby born to Mary. One 
would think that we are all fairly certain of who 
this child was.  
     Inevitably though, I find that people disagree 
about this Child and I am often set to sort out 
my own take on who this baby is. I do not pre-
tend to know – and that makes it a little more 
interesting.  
     At a recent meeting of our leadership group 
we discussed direction and vision for Trinity. We 
discussed a number of key issues for the next 
few – several – years. And whereas this kind of 
brainstorming session sometimes chases a mul-

titude of rabbits, we were pretty efficient with 
our time thanks to Carol and Troy. 
     Rising to the top of our list was our identity 
as a congregation. When that topic quickly 
turned to our “theological identity as a congrega-
tion,” a scene from scripture pushed its way into 
my head. 
     Jesus asks his disciples how people are iden-
tifying him. Peter speaks up “some say Elijah, 
some say Moses, some say a prophet.” 
     Then Jesus asks, “and who do YOU say that I 
am?” 
     It is an interesting question and one that 
might not take too much time for the average 
person to answer. One who has that all figured 
out, not only for themselves, but for everyone 
else, only has to stay on the theological tread-
mill.  
     And it would seem simple enough, for Peter 
answers “you are the Christ, the Child of the liv-
ing God” (James King translation). But that only 
begins the conversation. I observe that, beyond 
Peter’s confession, different congregations tend 
to identify Jesus in different ways. 
      Some see Jesus as a miracle worker and 
may be in need of expecting such acts in their 
own life. A congregation with this understanding 
of Jesus tends to pray for similar acts. 
     Others tend to focus on Jesus as a gentle 
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“But who do YOU say that I am?” 
shepherd and there are sufficient images of 
him in this role. A church identifying strongly 
with Jesus as shepherd might focus on pas-
toral care ministries. 
     Still another congregation sees him as 
Lamb of God and as such he becomes the sac-
rifice for sins you and I committed.  A church 
with this sort of Christ image tends to focus 
on sin and salvation.  
     And the truth is they all are right. Jesus 
may be identified in all those ways. 
     In order to determine our theological iden-
tity, the question to which we must give seri-
ous attention is who do WE say Jesus is?  
     Consider Jesus as prophet. More than any 
other image, that is what comes to my mind 
when I think of him, his life, his work and his 
birth.  
     This does not mean that I only see him this 
way. It simply means that as “a prophet of 
justice who alleviates unnecessary suffering 
and expands the reaches of the realm of 
heaven to include those who have been ex-
cluded and brings all people together” is the 
way I focus on Jesus. You might say I see him 
as Peace-bringing Midwife of the Realm of 
heaven.  
     I invite you to come to church this Advent 
season and ponder with me this Child of 
Bethlehem and our theological identity as a 
congregation. 

 
Scriptures for December 

 
Dec. 6 – Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philip-
pians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
Dec. 13 – Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; 
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
Dec. 20 – Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7  
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
Dec. 24 – Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;  
Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 
Dec. 27 – 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; 
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 
Jan. 1 – Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Psalm 8; Revela-
tion 21:1-6a; Matthew 25:31-46 
Jan. 3 – Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20;  
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:[1-9], 10-18 
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Update from Trinity UCC Parish Nurse 
By Jo Anna Cupp 

 
This past month I spent some 
time at the church with Nathan 
trying to see where we would 
put my file cabinet, and where 
I would put some of the items I 

would use in my ministry as Parish Nurse. We 
found a place for the file cabinet and I will tell you 
that I will be getting some exercise in climbing the 
stairs to access my file cabinet. I will be using the 
parlor to consult with people who wish to come in 
and talk with me. I think we are still having some 
issues with the phone company about a phone line. 
I will be posting a day each week when I will be 
available at the church for counseling and some BP 
checks and help with integrating services you may 
need but are unable to get. There will be a bulletin 
board in the fellowship hall with a different focus 
each month. Be sure to check that out and see what 
we are focusing on each month. There will be a ta-
ble there also with some pamphlets and handouts 
for you to pick up on subjects you are interested in. 
The start will be slow but I hope you will support 
me in this Endeavour. Also if you give me notice. I 
can go with you to the doctor’s office and help you 
with any thing you do not understand about your 
doctor’s visit. This is a few of the things we will be 
doing as a church with a Faith Community Nursing 
Program. I hope you feel that this is another pro-
gram that our church offers from which you can 
benefit. 

From the Cabarrus County Wish List:  
 
♦ Art Supplies such as glitter pens, Sharpie 

markers 
♦ Aloe unscented baby wipes 
♦ Individually packaged sweet/salty snack foods 
♦ New white washcloths 
♦ Classical, Jazz, Bluegrass, Show Tunes or Re-

ligious Music CD’s 
The basket on the right facing the congregation is 
the Hospice Basket. 

 

Hospice & Palliative Care Needs CCM Needs Any Canned Fruit 

By Barry Porter, Foods Service Coordinator, Cooperative Chris-
tian Ministry, Concord, NC 
 
     As you can imagine, due to the economy, our 
demand has greatly increased in the last several 
months. We appreciate any donation of food, pa-
per products or health and beauty supplies. 
     Listed below are the new needs for the Coop-
erative Christian Ministry food 
pantries for the coming month: 
Peanut Butter - 18 oz. or 28 oz.  
Rice  and Pasta 
Soup 
Canned meat 
Breakfast Items such as bars 
Any canned vegetable and fruit 
Paper Towels 
Plastic Grocery Bags 
At Trinity, bring your donations to the basket on 
the left side of the altar down front. 

Sunday School Classes at Trinity 
 
     There are two Sunday School classes at 
9:45 a.m. for adults. One is facilitated by Pas-
tor King in the fellowship hall on topics related 
to the sermon and selected scriptures. 
     The second adult class, meeting in Room 
204, is based on the International Sunday 
School Lessons, using the New Revised Stan-
dard Version of the Bible. Vickey Cline teaches 
the first Sunday, Eugenia Holste the second, 
Lorna Colson the third and Wyatt Moose the 
fourth. Wyatt is the Bible Study leader of the 
class which consists of lecture and discussion. 
     For children Debbie Johnson teaches the 
Preschool Class, Jo Anna Cupp Grades 1-4, 
and Patricia White Grades 5-7. Debbie Johnson  
is a commissioned minister of Christian Educa-
tion in the UCC. 
     There is a nursery available during worship 
with two attendants. To fill in for nursery at-
tendants who might be sick or need to be out of 
town, call Eugenia Holste, Nursery Coordina-
tor, 704-454-5172. 

Jesus called children and taught adults. Do you participate in 
an adult Sunday School class?—M.R. 
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The Reformed and Evangelical 
Church Historical Society 

By Rev. Harold and Eugenia Holste 
 
     The annual meeting of this organization met 
at Peace UCC in Greensboro, N. C. on October 
9 –10, 2009.  This organization is responsible for 
the care of the archives that contain the histories 
of the German Reformed Church in America from 
1725.  This collection is held at Lancaster Theo-
logical Seminary, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  
Some of Trinity Church History is there. The or-
ganization is also responsible for the archives of 
the history of the Evangelical Church Society of 
the West that began in 1840.  This archival his-
tory is in the archives in Eden Theological Semi-
nary in St. Louis, Missouri.  It is now the desire 
of this Society to move the Eden collection to 
Lancaster to make the collections more accessi-
ble and usable to more people.  Even last year, 
there were over 1700 hits on the web site of the 
Reformed Church.  These historic collections can 
truly be an asset to many people if we can get to-
gether. 
     A special presentation by archivist, the Rever-
end Richard Berg from Lancaster was given on 
the forming of two church denominations that 
became part of the UCC.  The following includes 
excerpts from his presentation. 
     The evening of June 26, 1934 witnessed an 
historic event in the development of Christianity 
in the United States. Two church denominations, 
each with German and Swiss cultural and reli-
gious roots processed into Zion Evangelical 
Church in Cleveland, Ohio.  Both denominations 
held a deep desire for greater church unity.  
Church unity was in the early German Reformed 
Church before the Revolutionary War, and other 
denominations.  Organic union was the hot topic 
from the 18th century forward. 
    In the 18th century, Count Zinzendorf of the 
Moravian Church spoke strongly of it. Moravians 
settled in the Winston-Salem area.  Also, the 
German Reformed Church in America did not get 
enough financial support from Germany so the 
Dutch Reformed Church aided and assisted .  
This led the two to discuss possible merger.  In 
the 19th and early 20th centuries, talks of organic 
union continues between different denomina-

Need a Handyman? 
 
Is there a project at home that you 
just can’t get done?   
 
The Trinity Men’s Fellowship Group 
would like to help you with small odd 
jobs. 

We’d be happy to help 
with small jobs such as 
painting, minor plumb-
ing (changing the water 
grill or cleaning out a 
sink drain, minor car-

pentry, such as fixing a wobbly mail 
box, etc.) 
 
For more information, contact Mat-
thew Cummings@ 704-231-0156 
 
Men’s Fellowship meets the second 
Sunday of the month at 8:30 to 9:30 
downstairs. Coffee & Doughnuts 

tions including the Reformed Church, the 
Evangelical Society of the West made up of 
German and Swiss immigrants from the 
early 1800s.  Other denominations involved 
in these meetings included the United 
Brethren Church, the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, and the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.; as well as other Presby-
terian groups.  One thing that resulted from 
all of those talks to this day is the Alliance 
of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches..  
Leaders from these churches were involved 
in this dream that is our UCC church 
motto, “that they all may be one.” One par-
ticular man was the Reverend Jacob Leo-
nard, of Lexington, N. C..  A Reverend Rich-
ards proposed “A Plan of Union” to 18 de-
nominations.  At one time in the late 1920s 
and early 30x, the “Plan” was proposed to 

Continued on p. 8 



     Do you stare at the Yellow Pages when 
you need work done at home, not knowing 
who to call? At a Sisters in Christ meeting  
Courtney Prothero proposed that the 
church have a bulletin board of business 
cards and flyers to feature skills and talents 
in the congregation.  
     There are many people in our congrega-
tion who paint, do repairs, do data entry, 
bookkeeping, drive, sew, cook, landscape, 
design, do accounting, photography for 
weddings or birthday parties, insurance, 
construction, electrical work or know of 
someone they would recommend. 
     The bulletin board is ready in the fellow-
ship hall on the left of the kitchen. Marion 
Rhyne had  bulletin board borders to make 
it attractive and draw attention. Put your 
own business cards up or leave flyers or in-
formation you need typed up in the Sisters 
in Christ box in the office, open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

By Bonnie Schell 
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Advertise Your Skills!!  

Would You Send a Get Well Card 
to Someone with Depression? 

     Probably not. Or you would at least feel un-
easy about it, especially to a man. Sinusitis and 
a bout of arthritis or a broken ankle are easy to 
handle, but mental illness, for some reason, is 
another category altogether.  Many people who 
have a serious mental illness or a family with a 
teenager with Autism or Tourettes disorders 
leave the church. The church usually fails also in 
addressing the needs of a clergyperson with 
mental illness. 
     I have bipolar disorder stabilized on medica-
tions and a spiritual life.  It has taken me a long 
time to be comfortable with crowds and disagree-
ments between people in meetings.  
     When I was younger and more often manic, I 
wanted to volunteer for everything and stay up 
all night working.  But I never shared with any-
one at church that I had a brain disorder. I made 
up reasons for staying home. 
      In our last church in Northern CA we had 
two female pastors. One had epilepsy and had a 
drastic surgery to split part of her brain. The 
congregation was distant as if that old fear of de-
mon possession still lurked somewhere.  She 
never missed a Sunday or visiting the sick or 
running a ship-shape office.  The other pastor 
had fibromyalgia and suffered from major de-
pression. Behind her back, congregants bad 
mouthed her, even though she was not any more 
vacant from her job than the church secretary 
with her allergies. People said her fibromyalgia 
was psychosomatic and gave her no sympathy.  
She was an especially good minister to the 
guests at a nearby drop-in center for the home-
less and mentally ill and brought over 10 future 
church members with many hidden talents. But 
for her personally, it was an unhappy pastorate. 
       People with mental illnesses such as schizo-
phrenia, manic-depression, major depression or 
substance addiction challenges are commonly 
called “Consumers” in the public system of treat-
ment, reminiscent of Hitler’s “useless eaters.” 
Mental Illness is an invisible disease. But, those 
who live on Supplemental Social Security Income 
can’t afford “church clothes.” and their medica-
tions frequently cause trembling hands and 
shuffling gait and obesity or extreme thinness. 

What is the rightful role of the church? 
The church should take a strengths based 
approach toward mental illness including 
the expectation for recovery (59% of con-
sumers do recover).  Create a welcoming, 
supportive environment for everyone, espe-
cially those who stay in their seats at the 
time of Passing the Peace. Touch someone’s 
hand or just go speak to her/him.  A high 
majority of men and women with schizo-
phrenia were victims of child and sexual 
abuse and may not welcome a hug. Reach 
out to consumers with mental health or 
substance abuse issues, including deter-
mining who they are, how to contact them, 
and identifying their needs. Many consum-
ers want to and do look at their experience 
in a spiritual context instead of an illness 
context—which can make for complex dis-
cussions. Avoid decision making about the 
person based on stereotypes, stigma, and 
imagined worst-case scenarios regarding 
persons with mental illnesses. The congre-
gation can provide support for the grieving 
process of parents who have a child or teen 
or adult children with brain diseases.  



 
In addition, Sandra, Debbie and Alane 
worked on cleaning the stove and cabinets in 
the kitchen. Hard work, but big rewards!! 
Now the Sisters are considering using their 
small amount of money to purchase ceiling 
tiles. 

Sisters in Christ Plan Projects 
 
Sisters in Christ meet on the Fourth Sunday of 
the month. They go out to eat and plan after 
Church. Courtney has put up the bulletin board 
for those with talents and skills in the church to 
post their cards. Jobs that need to be done 
might be posted as well.  

Advent Plans from Pastor Marion 
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Tanner, Brycen, and Tyler learn to clean the handbells. 

ADVENT WREATH  
     As part of our Advent Celebration in worship, 
the choir and young people will lead us in the 
lighting of the Advent Candles. The choir will 
call the Holy Spirit (and young people) to the 
“wreath time” with the song, “Spirit Come” by 
David McGregor. The young people will take the 
reader’s parts and light the candles each Sun-
day. They will then sing with the choir, 
“Salamun, Kulllaheen, May Peace Be with You” 
before leaving for Jr. Church.  
 
     Our very talented banner 
maker, Nancy Rummage, has 
already made the small ban-
ners which hang from the 
wreath stand. Thank you, 
Nancy. This year’s themes for 
the Sundays of Advent are: Hope (Luke 21:25-
36);  
Peace (Luke 3:1-6);  
Joy (Luke 3:7-18); and  
Love (Luke 1:39-45 and 46-55 opt. ).  

ADVENT WORKSHOP - 2009  
     The Advent Workshop this year will be 
during Junior Church. Putting it at this time 
is in hopes that all of our young people may 
be involved. The older ones in the nursery 
will be brought upstairs to participate.  
 
     Creative activities enhance the meaning of 
the season. The older students will make or-
naments for a Jesse Tree. The Jesse tree is a 
symbol of Jesus’ family tree. Luke 3:23-38 
lists the genealogy of Jesus back to creation 
and Isaiah 11:1 gives us the name of this 
family tree, “A shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse”.  
 
     These will be ornaments made with CDs 
which may be kept from year to year to re-
view all the Bible stories in the lineage of Je-
sus. More will be added during the year when 
the appropriate story is told. The rest will be 
added next year. Watch for the Jesse Tree on 
the Fellowship Hall bulletin board.  
 
     Each Sunday four ornaments will be 
made. The youth of each family will work to-
gether to make their ornaments.  
 
     Each Sunday will have a different activity 
as well. Pine cone Bird Feeders, The Baptis-
mal Chrismon, candle decorating, painting, 
and story time.  
 
     The fourth Sunday of Advent the young 
people will stay in worship for the musical. 
Some are involved in it. The Sunday after 
Christmas will be the culminating Sunday for 
these special activities.  
 
     It is hoped that all students will be able to 
participate each Sunday so they will have a 
full collection of ornaments.  



Pastor Nathan King 
Office Hours: Monday after 2 p.m.; Tuesday 9 
to 5; Wednesday after 2; Thursday 9 to 5; 
Sunday 7 to 2.  Phone: 704-224-1653 
Nathan@Trinityuccconcord@gmail.com 
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Trinity Church Directory 

Pastor Marion Rhyne 
Minister of Music and Christian Education 
Marion@Trinityuccconcord@gmail.com 
Mary Katherine Duncan, Admin Asst. 
Trinityuccoffice@gmail.com 
704-782-1024 
Organist: Michael Leggett 
Phone: 704-640-1334 
Crossroads Editor: Bonnie Schell, 704-786-
8101, Bonniebelle@mindspring.com 
Custodian: William Love 704-782-2240 
Website: Courtney Prothero 
Cprothero@gmail.com 
Southern Conference Minister 
216 Antioch Avenue, Elon, NC 27244 

 Meet Bryan Hovey 
 
     Brian Hovey is asking the Consistory of 
Trinity UCC to support his next step into or-
dained ministry by formally recommending him 
to the Western North Carolina Association for 
ordained ministry. 
 
     Brian grew up in a Methodist church in 
Hickory. As a student at Montreat-Anderson 
Junior College in a chapel service Brian had 
his first physical encounter with the spirit of 
God. He searched for an explanation and was 
told that the unexplainable emotions and rest-
lessness he was experiencing was the Holy 
Spirit and was encouraged to pray for guid-
ance, wisdom and trust. 
 
     His career in sales and marketing in Texas 
and Oregon brought him back to North Caro-
lina where he served as a deacon, elder, Sun-
day School teacher, and was president of the 
Consistory at New Gilead UCC. His wife intro-
duced him to a Chaplain, UCC minister Jerry 
Rhyne, who finally identified his call as a need 
to take action. The Consistory at New Gilead 
UCC recommended Brian to the WNCA and he 
became a Student-in-Care of the WNCA. Brian 
graduated from Seminary in April 2009 at the 
age of 51. He studied the Reformed curriculum. 
 
     Brian was the Student Interim Pastor at 
McKinnon Presbyterian Church from 2008-
2009, but the church closed.  Brian preached, 
did several funerals, taught Bible Study and 
visited the sick. 
 
     For Brian, “The Church Is Where It’s At!.” 
He believes that “the church is where we be-
come more aware of who we are, our weak-
nesses and our strengths. The church quickens 
our spirit to where we become more aware of 
all our surrounding and the wonderfof God’s 
creation and everything in it. The church is 
where you can truly experience the presence of 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit”  Brian still feels the call to serve the 
Church. New Gilead UCC recommended Brian 
to the WCNA seven years ago; now Brian is 
asking the Trinity Consistory to do the same. 
 

 

Consistory Scrutinizes The Heifer Project 
 
     Last year the Trinity Vacation Bible School  
led the church in collecting $1,376 toward 
buying an ARC full of animals. Later Pastors 
Marion and Nathan read criticism of Heifer 
International for introducing animals to com-
munities dependent on plant life as the tradi-
tional diet. It had been reported that Zimabwe 
citizens had lactose intolerance after Heifer 
set up Small Scale Dairy Projects there. 
     Heifer responded that the animals and 
training that Heifer provides generates 
through the sale of animal products (milk, 
eggs, wool) 40-60% of a village’s total income. 
By-products such as manure can be used to 
power cooking stoves or used as fertilizer to 
improve crop production and Buffalo can be 
rented to neighbors to haul heavy loads.  
     The prevalence of the deficiency of the lac-
tase enzyme varies among different ethnic 
groups. 30-50 million young Americans suffer 
from symptoms of lactose intolerance, 80% 
among blacks,  and 100 percent of Asians. 
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the Reformed Church, the Evangelical Church, and the United 
Brethren.  A proposal to merge six denominations into one or-
ganic church and call it the “United Church in America” 
made.  But it did not carry through.  But it was the German 
and Swiss people of the German Reformed and Evangelical 
Church Society of the West that made the organic union hap-
pen 1934.  Later the United Brethren joined with the Method-
ist Church to become the United Methodist Church.  Also 
later, the Presbyterian Church in the USA, and the Presbyte-
rian Church in the United States joined together. 
     In 1932, the Reformed Church at their General Synod 
unanimously voted to organically join the Evangelical Church 
Society of the Western Area Classes voted 51 to 4 to join or-
ganically.  In 1933, the Evangelical Church voted to join the 
Reformed Church at their annual Conference.  The last meet-
ing of the Reformed Church in the U. S was held  June 25, 
1934 in Pilgrim Congregational Church in Cleveland, Ohio 
with almost a premonition of the coming United Church of 
Christ from the Congregational -Christian Church with the 
Evangelical & Reformed  Church.  So on June 26, 1934, after 
marching together down a main street in Cleveland, Ohio, the 
leaders of the two churches marched together into Zion Evan-
gelical Church to announce that they are one church and 
sealed it with all joining in the Sacrament of Holy Communion  
The official seal of this new denomination contains the same 
Bible text as the seal of the United Church for Christ which is 
from John 17:21 “that they all may be one’. 
     The July 11, 1934 issue of the publication The Christian 
Century. states “If this spirit should become contagious 
sweeping across the world we should witness a vast crumbling 
of denominational walls.  So trustful a demonstration of the 
spirit of harmony is in itself a major Christian unity.” 
 

 
“Now there are  
varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; 
and there are  
varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; 
and there are  
varieties of  
activities, but it is 
the same God who 
activates all of them 
in everyone. To 
each is given the 
manifestation of the 
Spirit for the  
common good.” 
 
— 1 Corinthians 
12:4-7 

Continued from p. 4 

On October 25, 2009: Courtney Dawn 
Prothero and Troy Blaine Prothero 
watched the baptism of their daughter  
Elinor (“Ellie”) Dawn Prothero, born 
April 1, 2009. 

“God loves us not in spite of our differ-
ences, but because of our differences.” 
Rev. Nancy Allison, Ph.D. Pastor Holy 
Covenant UCC 
 
How can I believe in a good God when 

there is so much evil in the world? 

 
This question would never have occurred 
to Jesus, Mark or the author of Revela-
tion. The more evil they saw in the 
world, the more they saw the power of 
God overcoming the evil, for they saw 
the mighty works. In the person of Jesus, 
the works are being done in which evil is 
overcome. This is why Jesus talks so 
much about the rule, the reign of God.—
From Pastor Marion Rhyne 



Average attendance in July: 59 
Average attendance in August: 50.8 
Average attendance in September: 55 
Average attendance in October: 50.5 
November average to date: 60.2 
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December 
1       Nancy Rummage 

            Jeremiah Duncan 

5       Lib Talbert 

9       Elsie Bonds 

12       Lorna Colson 

18       Michael & Gayle Hansen      

            Revs. Jerry & Marion Rhyne 

20        Jeanne Murdock        

21       Bonnie Schell 

            Sandra McLiverty 

26        Giles & Dot Kindley 

Who we are ... 
Trinity Reformed United Church 
of Christ is an open, loving, grow-
ing church committed to welcom-
ing persons of all ages, races, life 
status, and beliefs, engaging all in 
worshipping God and in serving others while seek-
ing to know God’s will. 
 
Our mission is ... 
To honor God and celebrate the intrinsic worth of 
each person as created in God’s image. 
 
We seek to accomplish this by … 
♦ Engaging members and newcomers in a regular 

practice of developing spirituality including 
private prayer, Sunday worship. 

• Proclaiming the Word of God by offering wor-
ship experiences engaging worshippers in vis-
ual arts, contemporary music, creative move-
ment, drama, mime and clowning, while con-
tinuing a strong ministry through a variety of 
music and preaching of the Word 

• Developing a welcoming attitude toward per-
sons who are different and learning to honor 
these differences as a path to Christian spiritual 
growth 

• Being intentional in inviting others to engage 
with Trinity Reformed UCC in membership 
and ministry and publicizing our church’s min-
istry opportunities 

• Exploring and discovering our individual gifts 
for ministry 

• Helping others outside our own faith commu-
nity, careful planning for generous missions 
support, and making connections through ser-
vice to others, fellowship in a group and finan-
cial stewardship 

• Providing opportunities for lay leadership de-
velopment in the areas of church school leader, 
worship leadership, consistory service, youth 
and children’s ministries, pastoral visitation, 
evangelism and spirituality. 
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Leadership 
           Carol Williams, president 
           Don Whitfield, vice president 
           Vickey Cline, secretary 
           JoAnna Cupp 
           Steve Murdock 
           Wendy Columbus 
           Eugenia Holste 
           George Smith, Sr. 
           Rose Edwards 
           Todd Adrian 
           Troy Prothero, chair of Deacons 
           Bonnie Schell 
           Pastor Marion L. Rhyne 
           Pastor J. Nathan King 

Teams 
           Church Administration 
           Mission Services 
           Spiritual Development 
           Church Growth 



, 
38 Church St. NE 

Concord, NC 28025-4756 

T RI NI TY UNITED CH URCH  
OF  CH RIS T 

Phone: 704-782-1024 
Phone: 704-782-0141 

Email: Trinityuccoffice@gmail.com 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

God is still speaking, 
 

Catch the comma. 

 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  W EB !  
WWW .

TRINITY UCCCONCORD .
ORG  

December 2009 

December 2009 


