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People with No Religion are called Nones

Excerpted by Bonnie Schell from USA Today

Americans who don’t identify with any religion are now 15% of the USA,
but trends in a new study shows they could one day surpass the nation’s larg-
est denominations—including Catholics now 24% of the nation.

This unchurched group, called “Nones”, are 22% of adults aged 18 to 29.
In 20 years they could replace the number from mainline churches “switching
out” over recent social dogma and more religious older people.

Researchers forecast one in five Americans will be Nones in 20 years.
“Trends clearly favor this, but there could be a Great Awakening (massive
Protestant revival) or immigration may bring in more Catholic believers,”
said Barry Kosmin

Nones are not all alike; 51% believe in God or a higher power.

Women are less skeptical than men and less drawn to irreligious and anti-
religious views. They reject a secular upbringing.” It's not as though dozens
of people at the Methodist Church read atheist Richard Dawkins and sud-
denly decided God doesn’t exist,” said Barry Kosmin, who with Ariela Key-
sar of Trinity College, directed three editions of the American Religious
Identification Survey over 18 years. “Nones are a stew of agnostics, deists,
and rationalists. They sound more like Thomas Jefferson, and Tom Pane.
Their very interesting enlightenment approach is like the Founding Fathers’
kind. They are skeptical about organized religion and clerics while still hold-
ing to an idea of God.”

One quirky fact is that 33% of Nones claim Irish ancestry.

Nones are very much like the overall largely religious, U.S, population.
There’s no statistical difference on education or income or marital status.
Nones are not a fringe group anymore and are now part of Middle America.
They’re present in every socio-demographic group.

Sunday School Teachers Ready for Fall

Preschool Class: Debbie Johnson
Multi-Aged Class, Grades 1-4: Jo Anna Cupp
Multi-Aged Class, Grades 5-7: Patricia White

Trinity UCC has excellent, experienced teachers and marvelous sup-
plies and lessons. Reach out to your children’s friends and neighbors
to give another child the experience of Christian Education while
growing up.

Trinity Men’s Fellowship will meet October 18, Sunday morn-
ing from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. downstairs. Coffee and doughnuts will
be served. Sunday School class follows at 9:45 with Worship at
10:45.




The Whirr of Machines

By Marion Duncan

| was invited to a very important meet-
ing. | got excited just thinking about
helping my sisters in faith with a very
important project. After all, | was new to
them. When | walked in, they were all
sitting around sewing machines. Further
inspection showed me they were making
scarlet letters. They wanted something to
separate the sinners from the saints.

Of course, they were using only their
standards for sin, not those of our Sav-
ior.

| did not want any part of this for | be-
lieve that, with true faith, comes the for-
giveness of all sins. So | looked for the
nearest exit.

Suddenly, a small, poor looking guy
came in. He looked as though he was
homeless and had walked for many
miles. His shoes were covered with dust.
He picked up some of the letters and
asked the ladies to pin them on him.

"What?" Evelyn, the lady in charge,
asked. "Pin them on me!" he repeated
much louder this time.

When he opened his coat, there were
scarlet letters everywhere. | looked into
his eyes and found something haunting
there. "Come with me!" he said loudly as
he pinned some scarlet letters on me.
"Who are they to decide who is clean and
who is not?" he asked as he grabbed my
hand. "Does anyone else want to go with
me?" he asked. No one else joined us. As
he slipped his hand into mine, my fin-
gers practically slid through the nail
scars.

| bowed my head as | realized that | was

leaving with the only person who
never needed to wear a scarlet letter.
Yet, there he was covered with those
made for others.

As he left, he turned around and
smiled, and the power to the sewing
machines went dead. "l just could
not resist!" he said now laughing.

"In the midst of movement and chaos, keep
stillness inside of you!? Deepak Chopra

Hello to all,

It is that time again to gear up and volunteer for
Family Promise. The date we are hosting will be Oc-
tober 11-17. So far | have a meal provider for Wed.
the 14th and two separate volunteers for Tuesday
night overnight. | work that out and see if possibly
one of those two could take another evening. Here
are the opportunities that are available:

Grocery shopper

Meal providers - serving 6:00/6:30

Evening hosts (could also be meal provider)
5:30/6:00 - 8:30PM

Overnight hosts - 8:30PM - 7:00/7:30AM (1 male
adult, 1 female adult)

Launderers

Set up - Sunday 10/11 right after church

Take down - Sunday 10/17 8:30 AM

Remember the popular jobs go fast. If you are able
to volunteer please let me know which opportunity
you want and what date/s you have open. If you have
flexible time it is easier to schedule.
I also heard today that two more churches (Forest
Hills United Methodist Church and Grace Lutheran
Church) have been added into the rotation, so our
December date might be pushed back. I will let you
know as soon as | know if the December date
changes.
Thanks to all of you for your commitment to this
wonderful ministry.

Debbie Johnson
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CCM Needs Tuna and Hospice & Palliative Care Needs
Macaroni & Cheese

From the Cabarrus County Wish List:

By Barry Porter, Foods Service Coordinator, Cooperative Chris- Art Supplies such as glitter pens, Sharpie
tian Ministry, Concord, NC markers
_ _ Aloe unscented baby wipes
As you can imagine, due to the economy, our Individually packaged sweet/salty snack foods
demand has greatly increased in the last several New white washcloths

months. We are seeing record
number of clients at all of our
pantries. Our community, led by
the churches, has given us over-
whelming support of our food
ministry. In the first few months

Classical, Jazz, Bluegrass, Show Tunes or Re-
ligious Music CD’s
The basket on the right facing the altar is the Hos-
pice Basket.

of this year, we will lend our sup- . ¥ @& Family Promise Calendar

port to another food pantry al- October 4-10: Second Presbyterian
ready in existence as well as supply food to a October 11-17: Trinity UCC

new food pantry. We appreciate any donation of October 18-24: Grace Lutheran
f(igd, paper products or health and beauty sup- October 25-31: Calvary Lutheran
plies

Listed below are the new needs for the Coopera- %@@@@@@KK@@@@@K@@N

tive Christian Ministry food pantries for the - - S
coming month: @ . . @

,Q-/,Q' From his fullness we have all received, [
Peanut Butter - 18 o0z. or 28 oz. @ grace upon grace. The law indeed was [
Tuna ("/_Q given through Moses; grace and truth t'/))
Canned Chili, Kidney, Black, Lima or Great @ came through Jesus Christ. Noone has ~ j
Northern Beans or Dry Beans ® ever seen God. It is God the only Son, \'/)
Soup i3] who is close to the Father’s heart, who @
Breakfast Items such as bars r/% has made him known. @
Any canned vegetable @ S
Toilet Paper &l _John 1: 16-18 9
Plastic Grocery Bags @ . . . ] ] ] C/))

NN RSN,

At Trinity, bring your donations to the basket on
the left side of the altar down front. New

Church Office Hours

100,000 for Health Care

On September 18, UCC’s health care petition of

100,000 signatures was delivered to the U.S. House . ;
Speaker’s office. General Synod 27 passed without 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
amendment a resolution “Calling for the support of

Tuesdays and Thursdays

HR 676-Single Payor National Health Care Reform to Trinityuccoffice@gmail.com
Advance Health Equity for All and to Eliminate Health
Disparities. 200 attendees at the General Assembly 704-782-1024

in Grand Rapids marched to City Hall, joined by sev-
eral Baptist ministers.
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Southern Regional Meeting
Of UCC Women

Southern Regional Meeting of UCC Women
at the Heartland Country Inn @

Christian Retreat Center

Brenham, Texas
October 16-18,2009

We will engage in spiritual renewal through wor-
ship, Bible study, music workshops, and service
projects. There will be sightseeing and great fel-
lowship. Come join women from Texas to Vir-
ginia. The cost is $195-$210. based on accom-
modations. Airline transportation to the Hous-
ton Airport will be approximately $350.

Please see Eugenia Holste for late registration if
you are interested.

Invitation to Learn to Play Hand Bells

You can learn to play those beautiful instruments that add so
much to a song or anthem in worship service. All it takes is
paying attention and a flip of the wrist. Teens to adults may
call Pastor Marion Rhyne at 704-721-4017. E-mail is
mjrhyne@vnet.net.

Need a Handyman?

Is there a project at home that you
just can’t get done? Are you puzzled
over changing batteries or putting in
light bulbs over a table? Did a pic-
ture fall off the wall?

The Trinity Men’s Fel-
lowship Group would
like to help you with
small odd jobs.

We’d be happy to help
with small jobs such as painting, mi-
nor plumbing (changing the water
grill or cleaning out a sink drain, mi-
nor carpentry, such as fixing a wob-
bly mail box, etc.

For more information, contact Mat-
thew Cummings@ 704-231-0156

Left to Right:
Marion Rhyne
Eugenia Holste
Debbie Johnson
Rose Edwards
Anna Cress

Back Row:

Harold Holste

Don Whitfield
Robert Moore
Matthew Cummings
Nathan King.

Notice: The Chancel Choir
needs one or two altos. See
Director Rhyne to come to
practice on Wednesday
nights at 7 p.m.
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Trinity UCC’s New Art Gallery in Sunday School Hall.

From Marion Rhyne

Have you visited the Art Gallery in the Sunday
School hall way?

Thanks to Steve Murdock and his friend,
mounting strips have been put up for the work
of our people, both young and not so young.
The pictures are constantly changing. Even
though some are still up from VBS, others are
from the recent work of Junior Church or Sun-
day School classes. At one time there was even
the art work of the children and parents of
Family Promise.

Enjoy the colors! Enjoy the work of the young
people. Perhaps the adult classes will show a
depiction of The Word through an art project to
put in the gallery.

Watch for a display of banners used in VBS and
other activities to be hung opposite the pic-
tures.

it

Advertise Your Skills

Do you stare at the Yellow Pages when you
need work done at home, not knowing who
to call? At a Sisters in Christ meeting
Courtney Prothero proposed that the
church have a bulletin board of business
cards and flyers to feature skills and talents
in the congregation. There are many people
in our congregation who paint, do repairs,
sew, cook, landscape, design, do account-
ing, insurance, etc. or know of someone
they would recommend.

The bulletin board will be ready October
4th. In the fellowship on the right of the
kitchen. Marion Rhyne had bulletin board
borders to make it attractive and draw at-
tention. Put your own business cards up or
leave flyers or information you need typed
up in the Sisters in Christ box in the office,
open on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

MINDS ON THE EDGE: Facing Mental IlIness produced by the Fred Friendly Seminars on PBH will premiere on PBS stations
in October. The program reveals the personal dilemmas facing individuals and families, medical practices and public policies.
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The Cost of Facilities, Worship, Education, and Missions
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Greatest Challenge Facing the Church is Leadership

From christianpost.com

The greatest challenge the United Church of Christ is facing and will face over the next decades
is leadership, according to the denomination’s outgoing head. “Whether the large, vital congre-
gations, or small, vital congregations, or for congregations ready for renewal, or for emerging
and developing congregations, the role of the pastoral leader is crucial,” said UCC General Min-
ister and President John H. Thomas in his last interview with his denomination’s news agency.
Thomas emphasized the need for leaders in congregations of all types—from the “courageous”
and “generous” to the evangelical.

“Our whole church needs to shift from a culture of leadership consumption to leadership pro-
duction,” he exclaimed.

Over the course of Thomas’ 10-year tenure as head of the UCC, the denomination have overall
grown smaller. The reasons for the decline “are complex and long standing,” Thomas said. UCC
was the first denomination to officially support same-sex marriages in 2005. Thomas pointed to
the increasing number of local churches that are growing, noting that they are the ones that
“have been welcoming to all, courageous in their commitments to justice and peace, committed
to excellence in worship and passionate about transmitting the Gospel to a new generation of
Christians.” The UCC has made the transition from being only a “respectable religion.”

On October 1, the UCC will officially hand off leadership from Thomas to the Rev. Geoffrey
Black, who was elected to succeed Thomas during the denomination’s 27th General Synod.

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who acti-
vates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good.”— 1 Corinthians 12:4-7
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Sunday Dinners

Trinity Church Directory

By Todd Adrian

Sunday dinners were always special. | looked for-
ward to the time when | was grown up enough to be
part in their preparation. To be able to sit back and
enjoy the fruits of my labor, while sharing the meal
with those so close to me, | consider them family. |
would look forward to Sundays with anticipation, and
then proudly wear my apron, ready to do anything
asked of me. Wash dishes, take out the trash, polish
the silver, set the table, taking pains taking effort to
label each place setting, but where was mine?
Searching back through carefully, only to find once
again mine absent. Surely this was an oversight, but
alas it was not. Being new, and not wanting to cause
any problems, I dismiss the oversight; staying in the
kitchen to be sure everything about the meal was
perfect. Next week, | will be out there, with everyone
else, but once again, | was behind the scenes time
and time again, week after week, making sure every-
one else’s experience was the best, and everyone left
completely satisfied. It was only when new people
were welcomed into the family dinners when | finally
asked where my place setting was? After all these
people were new, and | have been working for years
to make everyone else’s experience perfect. When did
I earn my spot at the table? My answer, Hun, | am
afraid you can not be seated at the table. WHAT! |
said, after all my work, | have earned a place! But
again, the answer was stern, but yet in a way that
leads me to believe | should be thankful nonetheless.
Eventually | was allowed to eat, in the kitchen, be-
hind the scenes, but it had to be out of sight of oth-
ers. | slowly learned my place, and began to accept
what | was allowed. After all, it was a really caring of
them to allow someone like me there in the first
place. It should be my pleasure to serve others, even
if | never get to experience the bounty others are privy
to. But it wasn't. | tried another family, thinking they
would accept me into their fold, only to find myself
not worthy of their love either. Finally | walked away,
vowing to never need their acceptance, after all, |
learned enough in those years of service to prepare
my own feast. But it wasn't the same. The meals lost
their flavor, | would be full, but it was the fellowship |
missed. Fast Food and Frozen Dinners took over. For
15 years | skipped dinner on Sunday, while the desire
to be a part of the family gnawed at me deeply.

Then one day a friend invited me to her family’s
Sunday dinner. For 6 months | dodged the invites,
always having something to do, somewhere to go,
knowing | couldn’t face that pain again. Why would 1?
I am not worthy of a place setting, and | am tired of
being free labor. She tells me it is different with her

Pastor Nathan King
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family, but | have heard that before too. Finally,
out of excuses, | had to relent and accept the invi-
tation, planning to grab a quick bite and leave as
soon as possible. They won't hurt me again |
vowed.

Arriving on time for dinner, everyone one else
gathering, in preparation for the feast, and then |
heard a voice say, “Everyone is welcome at our ta-
ble.” Not wanting to be tricked again, | still didn't
believe it was possible. | looked at the table, and
there was my name! How is this possible, don't
these people know who | am, what | am? But
these people didn't care, they opened they arms to
me, ushered me to my seat, and made sure | was
comfortable. The server is now being served.
Slowly the years of pain melted away, and | began
to weep. What was different about these people?
Why do they look at me differently? This uncondi-
tional love and acceptance is something new to
me. Why are you so welcoming to me, and it's not
just me, | see you treat everyone this way. Why?
Because we are Trinity United Church of Christ,
all are welcome here. Even me, and that is why |
love my family at Trinity United Church of Christ.
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October Scriptures
for Reading

October 4

Genesis 2:18-24
Psalm 8

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16

October 11
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Coming in November:
Bible Discussion Group and
Sermon Series on SEX.

Announcements

Appreciation to the cam-
era and artful eye of
George Smith who photo-
graphed the congregation.

October Spiritual Cinema will watch the film “Seven Pounds”
with Will Smith. Spiritual Cinema meets at 6 p.m. Wednes-
days in the Fellowship Hall. Come early for coffee and snacks.

The Western NC Association’s annual meeting was October
3rd at Holy Covenant UCC in Charlotte. Trinity has two lay
delegates to the WNCA—Jim McNutt and Matt Cummings. All
ordained UCC clergy and commissioned ministers have a vote.
At Trinity Debbie Johnson is a commissioned minister of
Christian Education in the UCC.

The mission projects from 2008 that have not been paid total
around $6,000. Contributions had to go to water, lights, per-
sonnel and weekly mission work. Several members of the con-
gregation have offered to match any funds contributed to this
challenge, up to $3,000 in matching funds. So far $1,150 has
been donated. We're almost half way there.

The Sacred Conversation on Race continues with a Focus
Group Meeting, Tuesday, October 20th at 6 p.m. at First Con-
gregational UCC. Trinity needs at least 5 representatives to
attend who want to plan future talks and activities between
Trinity and First Congregational.

Go through your old CD'’s. Pastor Marion needs them for a
Christmas tree ornament project for the Sunday School. Bring
them on any Sunday. You can keep the case.

The two big questions. On September 27, Pastor King asked
the congregation to start thinking about: 1. What are we sell-
ing? 2. Who is our customer?

It's been four years since Hurricane Katrina. The UCC contin-
ues to be present and working in significant ways in New Or-
leans’ disaster recovery. You can register for the next mission
trip on line at http://www.ucc.org/volunteer/hurricane. Con-
tinued prayer and involvement in the wider issues of justice
and faith make a difference in the lives of people rebuilding in
New Orleans.

Trinity UCC hosts three AA groups in the Fellowship Hall.
Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women who
share their experience, strength, and hope with each other
that they may solve their common problem and help others to
recover from alcoholism. There are no dues or fees for AA
membership. The Serenity Prayer is important to a member’s
recovery. “God grant me the serenity to accept the things |
cannot change, courage to change the things | can, and the
wisdom to know the difference. Amen.”
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October Birthdays & Anniversaries

Trinity UCC
Mission Statement

October

1 Maddie McLiverty
2 Wyatt Moose
3 Patrick Bowles
10 Lewis &Sharon Eddings
13 Ron & Judy Barnhardt
15 Carol Williams
16 Danielle Stingel
17 Bobby & Coleen Eagle
19 Johnnie Wise Lippard
23 Debbie Johnson
25 Michael Hansen

Kathy Rummage

Trinity Consistory
Leadership

Carol Williams, president
Don Whitfield, vice president
Vickey Cline, secretary
JoAnna Cupp

Steve Murdock

Wendy Columbus

Juanita Hathcock

George Smith, Sr.

Rose Edwards

Todd Adrian

Troy Prothero, chair of Deacons
Bonnie Schell

Pastor Marion L. Rhyne
Pastor J. Nathan King

Teams
Worship
Missions
Spiritual Development

Average Attendance in May: 61.4
Average attendance in June: 61
Average attendance in July: 59
Average attendance in August: 50.8
Average attendance in September: 55

Who we are ...

Trinity Reformed United Church
of Christ is an open, loving, grow-
ing church committed to welcom-
ing persons of all ages, races, life
status, and beliefs, engaging all in
worshipping God and in serving others while seek-
ing to know God’s will.

Our mission is ...
To honor God and celebrate the intrinsic worth of
each person as created in God’s image.

We seek to accomplish this by ...
Engaging members and newcomers in a regular
practice of developing spirituality including
private prayer, Sunday worship.
Proclaiming the Word of God by offering wor-
ship experiences engaging worshippers in vis-
ual arts, contemporary music, creative move-
ment, drama, mime and clowning, while con-
tinuing a strong ministry through a variety of
music and preaching of the Word
Developing a welcoming attitude toward per-
sons who are different and learning to honor
these differences as a path to Christian spiritual
growth
Being intentional in inviting others to engage
with Trinity Reformed UCC in membership
and ministry and publicizing our church’s min-
istry opportunities
Exploring and discovering our individual gifts
for ministry
Helping others outside our own faith commu-
nity, careful planning for generous missions
support, and making connections through ser-
vice to others, fellowship in a group and finan-
cial stewardship
Providing opportunities for lay leadership de-
velopment in the areas of church school leader,
worship leadership, consistory service, youth
and children’s ministries, pastoral visitation,
evangelism and spirituality.
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TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

9

38 Church St. NE
Concord, NC 28025-4756

Phone: 704-782-1024
Phone: 704-782-0141
Email: Trinityuccoffice@gmail.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

God is still speaking,

Catch the comma.

October 2009
]
WE'RE ON THE WEB!

WWW,
TRINITYUCCCONCORD.
ORG

October 2009




